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Starting with the Ending 
 

“Start with the ending, get it out of the way 
Now there's no defending, because no one has to win 

Start with the ending, its the best way to begin” 
~ David Wilcox 

 

 Happy New Year (twice)!  The church‟s new year starts with the beginning of 
Advent, a season that includes the four Sundays before Christmas.  We are invited in 
this time to “prepare him [Jesus] room in our hearts” according to the old favorite 
hymn “Joy to the World”, to awaken to signs of God‟s presence, and to express our 
longing for a Savior to rescue us from our self-destructive ways. 
 

 Hence, the readings in Advent highlight our destructive tendencies and call to 
mind the end-times when our Savior will come for a second time to renew the face of 
the earth and bring our cosmic healing and salvation to completion. 
 

 At the very beginning of the year, as we prepare for the coming of our Savior, 
we are invited to reflect on the ending of the world as we know it.  According to 
singer/songwriter David Wilcox, to “start with the ending” is the best way to begin in 
relationships: we should enter into the relationship knowing that one day there will 
be a parting.  His lyrics suggest this makes all the time leading up to that ending even 
more precious.  We are in good shape this Advent as we begin the new year reflecting 
on our ultimate ending, in trust and hope that God is committed to restoring creation 
once and for all – the hour and day of which no one knows.  We simply know this: 
that the same Savior whose humble birth we celebrate at Christmas is the One who 
will return in the last days; we need not fear his coming, but rejoice that God loves us 
and chooses to be with us and redeem us. 
 

 This season in which we reflect on beginnings and endings is especially poign-
ant as we also celebrate the beginning of a new call to ministry at St. Mark.  I am de-
lighted and deeply honored to be called as your new pastor and anticipate the good 
and wonder-filled things God will bring about in our time together.  In the spirit of 
David Wilcox‟s song, perhaps we should begin with a goodbye!  In a sense, we have 
already done that.  John and I said many goodbyes as we packed up our bags and left 
the northwest.  You also have said goodbye to several pastors that were called to min-
ister in this place (most recently Pastor Joe, Pastor Sara, and Pastor Bill).  I have 
never liked goodbyes, but have come to realize two things: (1) the sad part of goodbye 
is a reflection of the love shared in the relationship; therefore I give thanks even for 
the sadness and (2) goodbyes are sometimes necessary to make room for the hellos! 
 

 Thank you for making room for me to come and serve among you!  John and I 
are grateful to be in Connecticut this Advent, to experience and join in what God is up 
to in this (other) beautiful corner of earth. 
 

 God‟s peace and blessings in your new year,     Pastor Lydia Wittman Grebe 

  

St. Mark Messenger is compiled and published each month by Pamela Koshmerl. Some articles may be edited. 
www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark 

December 24, 2011 
Christmas Eve Worship 

5pm and 10pm 
Christmas Orchestra & 

Carols 

http://www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark
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St. Mark Congregational Council 2010 
 

President: Karin Reinhardt 
Vice President: David Taylor 
Secretary: Betsy Crayton 
Treasurer: Tony Coppola 
Financial Sec.:    Sean Morrissey 
Members at Large:  Mark Gresens   
     Matthew Reinhardt 

Ministry Committee Chairs 
 

Education:   Fran Kreigenhofer 
Fellowship:  Deb Gresens 
Outreach:  Cheryl Coppola 
Property:  Chuck Edinger  
Stewardship:  Mike Davis 
Mission:  Laura Pirsig 
Worship:  Jonathan Chiu 
Sunday School      Deb Gresens 
Staff  Support Committee:  
Gary Anderson   Jan Frick 
Barbara Im   Liz Gregonis   

Council Notes   Karin Reinhardt,  President, Congregational Council  
  

Happy Advent from Church Council!   
 

 We are all filled with joy in welcoming Pastor Lydia and John to St. Mark  
and to Connecticut. I am enjoying her sermons, children‟s messages and SONGS! I 
hope you all have had a chance to hear and meet her. Her installation service will 
be on Sunday afternoon, 3:00 P.M. December 11th . Please plan to attend. 
 

 Council welcomed Pastor Lydia to our meeting this month. Committee chairs 
spoke about the many functions that are planned for December from music events 
to buying gifts for mission families. Please read about them in the Messenger and 
join in the celebration of the season! 
 

 A new team of people has been assembled to serve as staff support:  
Gary Andersen, Liz Gregonis, Barbara Im and Jan Frick. Thank you for volunteer-
ing. 
 

 We appreciate all the many ways that members volunteer – whether a mem-
ber of a group or participating in things as time allows. Consider monitoring the 
nursery one Sunday. Parents of toddlers will love it … and you‟ll get to sit in the ser-
mon circle and sing SONGS! 
 

 I want to remind everyone to review their 2011 pledge to make sure they are 
current. The Financial Secretary report through October states we are about $3300 
behind our budget.  2011 has been a year of many capital expenditures. We re-
placed the roof on the old church and educational wing, we renovated the parson-
age and in the basement we‟ve rewired, hung drywall, ceilings and purchased floor-
ing. Our Capital Campaign and Building Improvement Funds have all but been de-
pleted. Please consider putting something extra in the plate this month designated 
for these Funds.  Thank you. 
 

  Blessings to you and your family this Christmas season,  Karin  

St. Mark Office Staff & Lay Leadership 

Congregational Council Meetings are held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month  at 
7:00PM.  All congregation members are 
welcome to attend.  Meeting agendas will 
be posted one week before the meeting in 
the Narthex. We look forward to seeing you.  

Community Use for St. Mark 
Forms are available in the Parish office for the use of 
St. Mark for church meetings /events and community  
meetings.  Please see the office manager for assis-
tance in scheduling your events/meetings at St. 
Mark, call 633-1188, or now found on St. Mark web-
site and downloadable at 

www.stmarkglastonbury.org/communityuse.doc  

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 
75 Griswold Street 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(860) 633-1188   Fax (860) 657-1191 
 

E-mail:  
Churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org 
 

Website:  www.StMarkGlastonbury.org 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Lydia Wittman-Grebe 
Minister of Music: Linda Hilliard 
Sexton:               Bill Galiette 
Office Manager:  Pamela Koshmerl 

Worship  
8am &10:15am 
Christian Education:    9am 
Conversations:  9am 
Jr. Choir:   11:40am 

http://www.stmarkglastonbury.org/communityuse.doc
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 Saint Mark Women meet on the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm.   Please join us 
and bring a friend. 
 

 Council minutes are posted in the restricted area of our website. Occasionally some 
portions may be removed in order to protect the security of our church or the privacy of our 
members. However the full church minutes are always available to members in the church 
office.   
 

 If you„d like to have online access to our restricted pages click on “request ID & 
password” on the lower left of our webpage. 
 

 Remember to contact the church office with any email or contact information up-
dates. Please take our online survey. It will help me to better meet your online needs. We 
also would like suggestions on the Messenger content... 
Go to: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCK5PG  
 And, finally, don‟t forget to invite someone to church!         
 

Cheryl  website@stmarkglastonbury.org  

Outreach,  Cheryl Coppola, Chair 

 It's that time again…time to order  

Poinsettias for our Christmas Altar 
You are invited to do so by ordering one or more Poinsettias for special intentions of your choice.  If you 

wish to order a Poinsettia, please complete the form below and place this form, with your money (checks 

made payable to the Lutheran Church of St. Mark),  in the offering plate, give to Dave Rutz, or mail it to 
the church office. The last day to order Poinsettias is  

Sunday, December 18,  The cost will be $ 8.75 per plant.  The supplier will be the same as in the past.  

The plants may be taken home for your continued enjoyment any time after our Christmas worship ser-
vices. 
 

Name___________________________________________________ 

Envelope ______ phone_____________________  

Intentions: (In memory of…In Honor of…In thanksgiving for… 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________ 

St. Mark's Women's Retreat at Camp Calumet February 10 - 12 
Theme: "Come and I will give your rest." Reflections on Jesus' encounter with women.
(Lead by Pr. Lydia) 
Cost: $140.00 per person includes 2 nights lodging and 5 meals - $50 non-refundable de-
posit due at time of registration. 
 

This will be a wonderful opportunity for the women in the church to get to know Pr. Lydia 
and each other better in one of the most beautiful and peaceful places in the world! Come 
be pampered, refreshed and rejuvenated. 
For more information, contact Betsy Crayton 860-652-8094 or pick up a registration 
form on the bulletin board at church. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCK5PG
mailto:website@stmarkglastonbury.org
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The 125th Anniversary  
Ornament 

 

The holidays are just around the cor-
ner.  We have our 125th Anniversary 
commemoration ornament available 
This ornament features our altar and 
cross on a red matte ball, a memento of 
both our sanctuary and our 125th anni-
versary.    
     (Picture close to actual size).  For 
more information, please contact  
Audrey Raabe  860-633-2042, or the 
Parish Office. 

Please look for these upcoming study topics in Adult Forum- 
 

Advent-themed reflections: 
 

November 27,  December 4, and December 11 from 9 to 10 a.m. 
We will be looking at the Prophet Isaiah, John the Baptist, and reflecting on what it means to 
awaken our minds and prepare our hearts for Christ‟s coming. 

 

December 18th, 9 to 10 a.m. 
 

Video of Election of the Bishop for New England Synod 
All congregations are invited to watch this video, prepared by Lee Hilliard. 
 

Beginning January 8th, 9 to 10 a.m. 
 In January: we will study and discuss “Wired Word”- a Biblical reflection on current 
events, covering a range of topics from the Penn State crisis to global hunger. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  Fran Kreigenhofer 
Education Chair 

Youth Event 
December 18 

11:00 a.m.  
A showing of    
The Nativity 

Story 
Fellowship Hall 

All ages welcome! 

Christmas Break Events 
 

Youth Movie Outing 
Junior and Senior High Youth are invited to a movie outing 

on Thursday afternoon, Dec 29.   
We will meet at church at 3:15 and will be back by 7 pm. The 
movie is to be determined, but may include Hugo, The Ad-
ventures of Tintin, We Bought a Zoo, or another PG movie.   
 

Please let Pastor Lydia know if you are coming (by email, 
phone, or text) or sign up in the narthex by Wed., Dec. 28 so 
that we arrange a carpool.  Friends are welcome!  Cost is $10 
plus snack money.  

St. Mark on Skates 
The church is having a family ice-skating event for kids of all 

ages on Friday, Dec. 30.   
We will meet at church at 11 am and return at 1:15 pm.  Cost 
is $10 for entrance and skate-rental.  Kids 2 and under are 
free.   You may wish to bring extra money for lunch or snacks 
at the arena.  We will be going to Newington Arena at 300 
Alumni Road, Newington.   

Please sign up in the narthex or  
let Pastor Lydia know if you are coming by  
Wed., Dec. 28 to arrange for carpooling.  

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&rlz=1I7GGLL_en&&sa=X&ei=_Q6_TMkxj6iwA5v9rPYM&ved=0CBoQBSgA&q=commemoration&spell=1
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A Trip to the Mosque 
 

 This year‟s Glastonbury Inter-faith Community 
Thanksgiving Service was held in Berlin, the location of the 
mosque where our Muslim neighbors worship.   
Having never been to a mosque before, I found this an exciting 
prospect, and I was not disappointed. 
 

 Pastor Lydia was one of the speakers, so she, Fran Krei-
genhofer, and I headed to Berlin on Tuesday, November 22 for 
the service. We were provided with some etiquette tips in ad-
vance, in order to be respectful.   
 

 Dress modestly:  Women wear a scarf to cover the head.  Choose clothing that cov-
ers the arms and legs. 
 

 Upon entering, we remove our shoes and place them on a shelf. 
 

 When greeted, we respond, “Peace be with you.” 
 

 A warm welcome greeted us.  Since we were early, we had time for a brief tour of 
the mosque.  The worship area is divided, with space for the men to pray in one area, and 
space for the women to pray in the balcony overlooking the main space.  A clock on the 
wall displayed the 5 times for ritual prayer that day.   
 

 The Inter-faith service was held downstairs in a location resembling many church 
basements.  Tables laden with refreshments lined the sides of the room, and rows of chairs 
were set up for the dozens of people who came to give thanks. 
 

 After the imam gave the call to prayer, various clergy members provided Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim perspectives on how our faith communities care for people in times 
of need.  We heard again how much our different traditions have in common. 
 

 Our hosts recognized that for many of us, this was our first visit to a mosque.  It was 
their hope that it would not be our last.    
 

The Glastonbury Interfaith Thanksgiving Worship takes place each year on the  
Tuesday before Thanksgiving.  The worship venues rotate each year.   

St. Mark looks forward to hosting again in the near future. 

Dear Members of St. Mark: 
 

Thank you for the warm (and delicious!) welcome we received upon our arrival in 
early November.  Home-made bread, a basket of scones, a produce/steak basket 
from Highland Park Market, and various gift cards to local grocery stores greeted 
us when we arrived.  This was especially helpful since our kitchen boxes came days 
after we did.  We also appreciate all the work you have done in renovating the par-
sonage to make our new home welcoming and beautiful.  We feel blessed! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Lydia and John Grebe 

Pastor Lydia is available Monday – Thursday by appointment and can be contacted anytime in 
case of an emergency.  Her office hours are Monday and Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm.   

Her email is pastor@stmarkglastonbury.org. 

mailto:pastor@stmarkglastonbury.org
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 The Advent season is upon us.  Pastor Lydia and John are among us, and a new 
year and a new chapter have begun, and I feel very happy and blessed! 
 

 This Saturday, December 3rd, we will bring into the sanctuary three Christmas 
trees, as is our tradition; two matching smaller trees which are placed beneath the cross, 
and a large tree to the right.  We have many decorations to place upon the boughs, and the 
Worship and Music committee in combination with the Fellowship committee decided to 
celebrate the tree trimming, and the decking of the sacred halls by inviting the whole 
church family, serving muffins, coffee, cider, and fresh fruit first, along with some fellow-
ship, and then getting to work.  At the same time, the Property committee is getting into 
the act of preparing and sprucing up the yard for Christmas by holding a cleanup day dur-
ing that same time period.  So anyone coming to church, young and old, will find some-
thing to do, and something to eat and drink.  We will be “making our house fair as we are 
able”. 
 

 On Sunday, December 4th, Advent 2, we will light 2 candles, and enjoy celestial 
harp courtesy of Linda Obedzinski, as she offers up an arrangement of Veni, Emmanuel for 
prelude, and a French carol during the communion distribution.  The Senior Choir will fea-
ture E‟en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come, by Paul Manz, a beautiful a cappella anthem  as 
we Prepare the Way of the Lord. 
 

 You are all invited to bring family and friends and return to the sanctuary for a 7:00 
concert of the Yale Spizzwinks(?), the seriously entertaining group of young men, back by 
popular demand,  singing and taking over the sanctuary once again to continue to keep our 
organ fund healthy.  Thank you to all who will help supply our groaning board of desserts, 
and serve coffee and tea.  The women‟s group will also be raffling two beautiful baskets for 
which you may purchase a ticket, and a drawing will take place during the reception. 
 

 On Thursday night, December 8th, the Senior Choir will rehearse at the usual 
time of 7:30, but I am inviting the Jr. Choir, as well as the Young People‟s Choir to come to 
this rehearsal to join in our anthem for Pastor Lydia‟s installation, Look at the World by 
John Rutter.   This is a favorite of all ages, and we will form a large, festive, combined choir 
for the service coming up on the 11th. 
 

 Saturday, December 10th, 9:00 A.M. will be a rehearsal of the St. Mark‟s or-
chestra, which will be performing at the 5:00 family service on Christmas Eve.  The re-
hearsal should last one hour.  At 10:00, the musicians performing at the installation will 
rehearse.  This group of musicians features some of our members, as well as friends who 
are coming to add to the festivities. 
 

 Sunday, December 11th, Advent 3 our 10:15 service will feature the Jr. Choir on 
the anthem, Come, Now Long-Expected Jesus, by E. Whitehill, a very rhythmic, contempo-
rary anthem featuring Katie Obedzinski as soloist. 
 

 At 3:00 we return to our sanctuary along with many honored guests, and the Rev. 
JoAnn Post, Dean of GHCC presiding as we install Pastor Lydia.  There will be a string or-
chestra, a brass quartet, an oboe, three guitars, and some drumming as well.   Members of 
the congregation are participating in the installation service and the readings, and the 
choir and clergy will be processing. 
 

 On Saturday, December 17th, the Christmas Eve orchestra will rehearse at 9:00 
a.m. again.  At 10:00 a.m., the Jr. Choir will rehearse the three anthems they will be offer-
ing at the 5:00 p.m. service, and I will be offering them cider and donuts to keep them go-
ing. 
 

Continued on Page  7  
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           Lector            Assistant           Acolyte             Usher        Greeter    
 

12/5 Marybeth Cave Lee Hilliard     Team 2 Jacobs 
12/12 Mark Crayton Rindi Taylor     Team 3 Ellen Webster 
12/19  Jan Frick  Lydia Ashford    Team 4 Kraatz/Tunney 
12/26  JM Galiette  Dave Rutz     Team 1 Sara Wilowski 
1/2/11  Rindi Taylor David Taylor     Team 2 Ellen Zerillo 
1/9 Lee Hilliard  Jan Frick     Team 3 Dave Rutz 
1/16 David Taylor  JM Galiette     Team 4 Elaine Auger 
1/23 Mark Gresens Deb Gresens     Team 1 Craytons 
1/30 Ronald Kraatz Leslie O’Rourke    Team 2 Bob Schaefer 
 
If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, please find a replacement and contact the Parish Office with the changes by 9am on Tuesday.  The 
Greeter/Assistant list is posted weekly in the bulletin monthly in the Messenger, and also on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

Anniversaries  
 

David and Linda Obedzinski - December 9 
 

William and Audrey Raabe - January 30 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
1st of December 
Richard Kretzmer 
Christy Morrissey 
3rd 
Emily DeYoung 
4th 
Lucas Anderson 
Stephanie Taff 
5th 
Tony Coppola 
Mathieu Cote 
6th 
David Dublois 
Craig Hackbarth 
8th 
Donald Orend 

9th 
Mark Crayton 
Steve Musco 
10th 
Kerstan Mahland 
12th 
Andrea Clark 
23rd 
Stephen Stenger 
26th 
Audrey Raabe 
27th 
Kirsten Crowell 
29th 
Peter Vallario 
 
 

1st of January 
Alex Chiu 
Ron Kraatz 
3rd 
Eric Raabe 
6th 
Jeremy Hill 
7th 
Ellen Zerillo 
8th 
Douglas Johnson 
9th 
Gary Anderson 
11th 
Jule Beer 
14th 
Alexander Cave 

18th 
Lee Hilliard 
19th 
Bob Bostleman 
20th 
Colin Gregonis 
21st 
Paul Taff 
22nd 
Christine Geier 
Chris Machnich 
Cory Moshier 
23rd 
Nathalie Cote 
25th 
 JM Galiette 
Eric Putre 

26th 
Dona McDonough 
Valerie Roath 
27th 
Linda Dyer 
Bob Schaefer 
29th 
Richard Taff 
30th 
Madison Masna 

 

If you are in need of assis-

tance to attend any service 

or event at St. Mark, please 

contact the Parish Office 

633-1188, and we will make 

arrangements for you. 

December  &  January Celebrations  

Sunday, December 18th, Advent 4.  Alleluia.  Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.  Alleluia.  (Luke 1:38)  The choir will sing And Mary Said to the Angel by H. 
L. Hassler. Caroling will take place also on this day in the afternoon.  Please meet at church to car 
pool to the homes to which we will be caroling. 
 

 Christmas Eve, December 24th, the 5:00 candlelight Eucharist, and Stories and Songs;  
carols familiar and new, special music by the Jr. Choir, celestial harp,  the orchestra playing on some 
of the carols, and readings by the young people. 

Continued on page 8 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

December 4, 2011 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (13) 

2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Mark 1: 1-8 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 11, 2011 

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 

Psalm 126 (3) 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2011 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

Romans 16:25-27 

Luke 1: 26-38 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 

December 24, 2011 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

Psalm 96 

Titus 2:11-14 

Luke 2:1-14, 15-20 
 

Nativity of Our Lord 

December 25, 2011 

Isaiah 62: 6-12 

Psalm 97 

Titus 3:4-7 

Luke 2: 1-7; 8-20 

Lessons, Psalms, Scripture 

Pastoral Acts 

 In Our Prayers… 

In Harm’s Way:  Roland, Eric, David S., Mitch, Alex Z.,  

Justin, Kevin, & Josh 

Illness:  Kevin, Warren, Carter and family; Pastor Mitchell, Chris-

tine, Bob, Suzanne & Edith; Jay, Al, Bobby, Carol, Evelyn , Carol & Chuck, 

Phil, Jim & Thelma; Sara, Glenn, Steven, Liesl Fields, Kurt, Cindy, Judy, 

Matt, Barbara Greg, & Holly 

First Sunday of Christmas 

January 1, 2012 

Isaiah 61-10-62:3 

Psalm 148 

Galatians 4:4-7 

Luke 2:22-40 
 

Baptism of Our Lord 

January 8, 2012 

Genesis 1:1-5 

Psalm 29 

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11 
 

January 15, 2012 

1 Samuel 3:1-10; 11-20 

 Psalm 139 

The Women’s Group of 

Saint Mark has organized 

a prayer chain.  Anyone 

wishing to participate in 

the chain or for addi-

tional information, 

please call Elaine Auger 

at 860-659-4271 or 

email 

eauger0311@gmail.com 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 
 

January 22, 2012 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Psalm 62-5-12 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 
 

January 29, 2012 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Psalm 111 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Mark 1:21-28 

 
 

 

ORGAN BENCH  NEWS  Continued from page 7 
 
 

At 10:00 P.M. the candlelight Eucharist will feature a string quartet, Young People‟s Choir 
and Senior Choir anthems and a carol sing during which there‟s a very good chance we will 
sing your favorite carol.         
  

 Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day, one service will be held at 10:15 with 
more carols and special music. 
 

 Sunday, January 1st, New Year’s Day, ring in the New Year with one service at 
10:15 with the carols of Epiphany featured. 
 
O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you a-right? 
 
  

   Blessings for a Happy New Year - Linda Hilliard, Minister of Music 
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 Consecration Sunday has come and gone.  Most of us have handed in our pledge 
cards, while much of the budget process for St. Mark for 2012 is being completed.  We 
now have a better understanding of the financial gifts our church will have for the up-
coming year.  With these gifts and Gods direction and help we can accomplish some-
thing great for His glory. 
 

 But money is only one part of the equation.  We also have time and talents, two 
parts of the three “T‟s” of Stewardship – Time, Talent and Treasures.  We will soon be 
asked to share the next two “T‟s”, Time and Talent.  All of us have been given certain 
gifts from God that we can use to help St. Mark‟s.  Whether it is serving on a committee 
by using a skill to keep the church property in good operating condition, or helping in 
the nursery, or meeting new people who walk through our front door looking for a new 
church, each of us has something to offer to God through service to our church.   
 

 I hope once again you will prayerfully consider what you can do, as part of our 
church family, to do your part to help our church. 
 

 Thank you in advance for taking the time to offer your three “T‟s”.  This is a di-
rect response for the love God has first shown us.  We are all a part of the family of 
Christ; let‟s work together to share His word and make our church a hospitable, warm 
place where others can come to find out about  this savior, Jesus. 
 

 There is still time to return your Time and Talent form to the Stewardship com-
mittee. 
 
In Christ‟s Love, 
 

Mike Davis,  Stewardship Chair 

Stewardship - Mike Davis, Chair 

The 2012 Offering Boxes are 

available now. Please find them in 

the coat room in your mail box. 

Please pick up your boxes at your 

earliest convenience. 

A video outlining the process of “The 
Election of the Bishop” will be shown 
on Sunday, Dec. 18, during the Adult 
Forum at 9:15 am. Lee Hilliard of St. 
Mark produced this video on behalf of our 
synod. The video addresses the following 
questions: What is the New England 
Synod? What is the process to elect a new 
Bishop for the New England Synod? The 
next bishop will be elected at the Synod 
Assembly June 8-10, 2012 in Springfield, 
MA. The first ballot is ecclesiastical which 
means any ELCA pastor (serving in this 
synod or elsewhere) can be nominated. 



 

If you have a change in your email, phone or address 
please contact the Parish Office 633-1188 or email  
churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org with the changes. 

Sr. High Conversations  Sundays at 

9am Contact Leslie O’Rourke @  

860-659-1466 

Altar Flower and Bulletin  

sign ups for 2012 

are now available in the Narthex 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 ESL 12-3pm 

6pm  Confirma-

tion Class 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

2  3:30 G.S. 

Hall 

3 
Family Event for 

Advent 
9am continental 

breakfast 
Holiday Church 

decorating 
  

  

4 2nd Advent 

Worship 8 & 10:15 
Christian Ed 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 

 
7pm Spizzwinks(?) 
Concert 

5 

GS Troop 10373 
4-6pm Hall 
6:30pm 
Glastonbury  Gar-

den Club 

6 

ESL 12-3pm 
Tiger Cubs  

6-7 
Tiger Cubs 
6:30-8pm  

Nursery 

7 

7pm Com-

mittee Night 
3-5  GS 

Troop10826 
Hall 

8 

ESL 12-3pm 
6:30pm  Confir-

mation Class 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

9 

6-9pm  G.S. 

Hall 

10 

 NA 8-10pm 

11 3rd Advent 

Worship 8 & 10:15 
Christian Ed 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
3pm  Pastor Lydia’s 

Installation 
7pm Bible Study 
  

12 13 

ESL 12-3pm 

14 

7pm Council 

Night 

15 

ESL 12-3pm 

6-8pm Youth 

Christmas Party 

LCMS 

7:30 Sr. Choir 

16 

3:30 G.S. 

Hall 

17 
NA 8-10pm 
 

 

18 4th Advent 

Worship 8 & 10:15 
Bishop Election 

Video 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
7pm Bible Study 
 

Deliver Christmas 

Baskets 

19 

GS Troop 10373 
4-6pm Hall 
7pm Diabetes 

Support Group 

20 

ESL 12-3pm 
 Tiger Cubs 

6-7 rm 1 
Tiger Cubs 
6:30-8pm 

Nursery 

21 

6-9pm Jr. 

Women 
  
3-5 
GS 

Troop10826 
Hall 

22 

ESL 12-3pm 
6:30pm  Confir-

mation Class 
7:30 Sr. Choir 

23 24 Christmas Eve 

Worship 

5 & 10pm 

Christmas Day 

Worship 10:15  only 

  

26   7pm 
St. Mark Women 

27 28 29 

3:15pm 

Youth Movie 

Outing  

30 

St. Mark on 

Skates 

11am 

31 

NA 8-10pm 

December, 2011 

Parish Office Closed 26th - 29th 



 

January 2012    
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Worship 
New Years Day 
10:15 Worship 
New Year Fellowship 
You are invited to 
bring a sparkling 
beverage or  
festive  
hors d'oeuvres 
for our New Yearôs 
fellowship time 
following the 10:15 
am worship ser-
vice on Jan.1, 
2012. 

2 
  

3 
Pack 34 6-7pm 
Cub Scouts 6-9pm 
  

4 
Bible Study 10am 
  
Troop 826 3-5pm 
  
Committee Night 7pm 
  
  

5 
  
Confirmation 6:30 
Sr. Choir 7:30 
  

6 
Troop 891   3-5pm 
  

7 
NA 8-10pm 
  

8 Worship 
8 & 10:15 
Christian Ed 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
  
7pm Bible Study 
  
  

9 
Troop 373 4-6pm 
  

10 
 7pm Education Team 
meeting 

11 
Bible Study 10am 
  
Council Night 7pm 

  
  

12 

  
Confirmation 6:30 
Sr. Choir 7:30 
  

13 
Troop 823 6-9pm 
  

14 
NA 8-10pm 

  
  

15 Worship 
8 & 10:15 
Christian Ed 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
  
7pm Bible Study 
  

16  MLK DAY 

 

17 

Bible Study 10 am 

  
ESL 12-3pm 
  
Pack 34 6-7pm 
Cub Scouts 6-9pm 

18 
Bible Study 10am 
  
Troop 826 3-5pm 
  
Jr. Women 6-10pm 

  
  

19 
ESL 12-3pm 

  
Confirmation 6:30 
Sr. Choir 7:30 
  

20 
Troop 891   3-5pm 
  

21 
NA 8-10pm 

  
  

22 Worship 
8 & 10:15 
Congregational 

Meeting 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
  
7pm Bible Study 
  

23 
  
Troop 373 4-6pm 
  
  
  
Diabetes Support 
7pm 

24 
  
ESL 12-3pm 
  
Messenger deadline 
For February issue 

25 

  
  

26 
ESL 12-3pm 
  
Confirmation 6:30 
Sr. Choir 7:30 
  

27 
  

28 
NA 8-10pm 

  
  

29 Worship 
8 & 10:15 
Christian Ed 9am 
Jr. Choir 11:40am 
  
7pm Bible Study 
  

30 
  

31 

Bible Study 10 am 
  
ESL 12-3pm 
  
Pack 34 6-7pm 

  
  

 

Pastor Lydia at Calumet 



 The Messenger 

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 

75 Griswold Street 

Glastonbury, CT 06033 

I N  JOY  WE  S HARE  CH RISTõS TRUTH  

Rev. Lydia Wittman-Grebe, Pastor 
Phone: (860) 633-1188 
E-mail: churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org 
 

Website: www.stmarkglastonbury.org 
 

Come, Worship with Us 
Sundays 8:00AM and 10:15AM   
Christian Education 9:00AM 

Christmas Eve Worship 

5pm and 10pm 

Orchestra, Carols &  

Special Music 

Christmas Day Worship 

10:15 - one service 

New Yearõs Day 

10:15 - one service 

No Christian Ed 

2012  


