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Underground Theology Is it a budget, a building, a group
Some of the most interesting of people committed to a common goal, or
activity of St. Mark lately is is it the Spirit of the Living God who
happening underground. | forms, reforms and renovates us? |If an-
mean literally under -the- other flood should come and sweep away
ground. As you are probably well aware, our building and deplete our budget, the
the basement of St. Mark has been under church would be in crisis, but we would
renovation for over four years due to re- still be a church. We exist because Jesus

peat flooding and subsequent rotted walls
and floors.

Taking a stroll through the freshly -
painted and 90 percent complete down-
stairs wing today, one would be hard-
pressed to imagine the destruction-zone
that once occupied the space. This vas
improvement is due in large part to a
bunch of guys, clad in flannel and baseball
caps and toting all sorts of power tools,

who meet up a couple nights each week toi n g

measure, cut, grunt, seal, hang, and put
back together the under-ground level of
our church so that it will be a welcoming
and useful space. The almostrenovated
lower level includes the youth room, dedi-
cated in loving memory of Wesley Clark,
t he Sunday School
fice, music directo
ing room, a smaller meeting room, a bath-
room and additional library space.
Thank you to everyone who has contrib-
uted in financial support and in sweat eg-
uity toward this much -needed renovation.

| think it is more than a little ap-
propriate that as we begin a new chapter
of ministry together, we start by giving
time and attention to the foundation of
our church. Of course | am not only talk-
ing about a material building, but also the
foundation of our faith. What makes a
church a church? It is an enormously
broad question, but an important one for
us to consider as we plan, pray, dream,
and follow Jesus in the days ahead.

www.StMarkGlastonbury.org

www.facebook.com/lutheranchurchofstmark

Christ has made us part of his body and
included us in the family of God. We exist
in order to love and serve the world, be-
ginning with the most vulnerable. Our
purpose according to our vision statement

is to fAishare Christos_truth wit
tshare this truth, we must get to know it
deeply in the fibers of our being. It means
spending time in prayer, study, worship, Inside this issue:
service, and Christian fellowship. Spend-
time in these ars@gopmiegifoe 29y

;ai?hols() for nurturing PUESEHuAdat

. Women 3

The basementrenovation project Worship & Reflection 4

is almost finished which is a very good | ActionAuction 5
thing as the space is needed by our young | g Sone 248
people, staff, and community members. | Celebrations 7
Syppct the space wilt ke nvellised aodf |- | Monthly Lessons 8
lookgorwartl fo the rainistryathatiwél takee | i 5
place at the under-ground level. But | am Wesley Clark Memorial
even more excited for the continuing | gorogrsmpinfo o
renovation that God promises to work in
our lives and in our church. Paul writes to
the Philippians: il am confiden

that the One who began a good work in
you will carry it to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.

Let us not forget or forego our
foundation; it is what will uphold us
through the joys and challenges that lie
ahead until that day when we too shall
be complete.

I n

chr i sPastor Lydia ,

(Turn to Page 9 for pictures and related article)
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St. Mark Office Staff & Lay Leadership

St. Mark Congregational Council 2010 Community Use for St. Mark
President: Karin Reinhardt Forms are available in the Parish office for the use of
Vice PresidentDavid Taylor St. Mark for church meetings /events and community
Secretary: Betsy Crayton meetings. Please see the office manager for assis-
Treasurer: Tony Coppola tance in scheduling your events/meetings at St.
Financial Sec.: Sean Morrissey Mark, call 633-1188, or now found on St. Mark web-
Members at Large: Mark Gresens site and downloadable at

Matthew Reinhardt www.stmarkglastonbury.org/communityuse.doc

Ministry Committee Chairs

e e Education: Fran Kreigenhofer Congregational Council Meetings are held
The Lutheran Church of St. Mark Fellowship: Deb Gresens on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at
75 Griswold Street Outreach: Cheryl Coppola 7:00PM. All congregation members are
Glastonbury, CT 06033 Property: Chuck Edinger welcome to attend. Meeting agendas will
(860) 633188 Fax (860) 6BI@1 | Stewardship: Mike Davis be posted one week before the meeting in
E-mail: Mission: Laura Pirsig the Narthex. We look forward to seeing you.
Churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org | YWOrship: Jonathan Chiu
Websitewww.StMarkGlastonbury.org Sunday School De.b G_resens Worship

o Staff Support Committee: 8am &10:15am
Pastor: Rev. Lydia WitiBebe | Gary AndersonJan Frick Christian Education: 9
Minister of Musiinda Hilliard Barbara Im Liz Gregonis nstian Education. am
Sexton: Bill Galiette Conversations: 9am
Office ManagePamela Koshmerl Jr. Choir: 11:40am

Council Notes Karin Reinhardt , President, Congregational Council
February already! What happened to January?

At St Mark, we have been so fortunate with all activities and blessings. What a wonderful fam-
ily of believers ~ disciples in our own ways. We concluded 2011 in celebrating the arrival of our new
pastor. Our successful Call process could not have completed its work without the dedicated work of
the Profile Committee and Call Committee. A new process to most of us, we are thankful for the help
of Synod to guide and thankful for the loving leadership of Pastors Sara and Bill.

And of course through our transition, our committee chairs did a wonderful job of maintaining
a vital church life. Bible studies and Sunday AM education, MACC shelter volunteers and filling back-
packs, festival music and Spizzwinks(?) concert, replaced roofs and renovations to the parsonage, a
new womenédés group and a prayer <chain, Sunday
planned and attended.

Pastor Lydia is a thoughtful and wonderful partner in advancing the work of our committees.
There are always places for improvement and new ideas. As always, the committee chairs would love
to hear about your ideas too. Mike Davis (Stewardship) will be looking for your Time and Talents
later this month. Come to the April Congregational meeting to hear more about new programs, twists
on the old and new energy!

From a financial point of view, the year has been mixed. Considerable time has been spent dur-
ing the last few counsel meetings to discuss our current finances and the established practices. | hope
you attend our January Congregational meeting on the 29th at 10:15am to hear details. The great
news is that gifts to the church came in quiet close to budgeted and spending was far less. At our

homes we would calll this savings é or maybe pay

that we borrowed against the previous year. The latter is the case at St Mark. We are lucky to have Re-
stricted Funds but we have had to use these for the Operating budget in years past. It feels good to re-
pay the Restricted Funds. | commend the work of our Treasurer and Financial Secretary for finding
areas to trim costs, report on discrepancies and keep us financially afloat. There are some members
who would like to hear more details more frequently about finances and accounting practices. For
those members, counsel is committed to conducting quarterly financial sessions. They will be adver-
tised so please watch for them.

The Annual Financial meeting was held on January 29. The next council meeting is on Febru-
ary 8t and is open to all members. Goddés Bl essing, Karin

f
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Outreach, Cheryl Coppola, Chair Page 3

There will be a New Member class forming early spring. Please contact Pr. Lydia
for details. For those members interested in learning more about Lutheranism, you are
also encouraged to join this class.

Saint Mark Women meet on the 4t Monday of the month at 7pm. Please join us
and bring a friend.

Council minutes are posted in the restricted area of our website. Occasionally
some portions may be removed in order to protect the security of our church or the pri-
vacy of our members. However the full church minutes are always available to mem+
bers in the church office.

| f youod | i ke to have online access to our
passwordo on the | ower | eft of our webpage.

Remember to contact the church office with any email or contact information
updates. Please take our online survey. It will help me to better meet your
online needs. We also would like suggestions on the Messenger content...
Go to: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCKSPG -

And, finally, dono6t forget to in-

Cheryl website@stmarkglastonbury.org

Education News - Fran Kreigenhofer & Pastor Lydia

Adult Forum -AWired Wordod on SWOamays, 9:05
(Bible Study reflecting on current events)

Confirmation - Biblical Ancestors on Thursdays at 6:30pm; (7th & 8th Grade)
Sunday School for allages - 9-10am

Adult Bible Study - Sunday at 7pm
(Four year study of the Bible; Currently studying the prophets)

Adult Bible Study - Wednesday at 10am (Lectionary Study)

(@Y

AGoi ng hwwsmogrot hers dondt have to

30-Hour Famine For youth & adults!

March 24 -25

The Afamineo wil/l begin in your own | homes
end with a church-wide lunch on Sun., March 25 at 1 pm.
We will gather at church at 10 am on Saturday for educational and service events,
and participants are invited to stay the night and attend worship together at St. Mark
the following morning.

This is your chance to join other groups of people all over the world in learning
the truth about hunger, poverty, and injustice & then overcome it all with love.
Worldwide, 925 million people are hungry. Every day, as many as 11,000 children

under age 5 die dueto hungerr el at ed causes. Thatodés onje kid
The Famine gives you a chance to do something about i to rise up and serve the
hungry.

Stay tuned for more information and ways you can be involved.

Pastor Lydia is available Monday i Thursday by appointment and can be contacted anytime in case of
an emergency. Her office hours are Monday - Thursday from 10 ami 2 pm.
Her email is pastor@stmarkglastonbury.org.



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCK5PG
mailto:website@stmarkglastonbury.org
mailto:pastor@stmarkglastonbury.org
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Why and how do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday?

Lent. The day is named for the practice of impasing ashes, a practice which many Luthera
gations have found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednesday liturgy.

Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bible (e
3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians adopted the use of as
Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence.

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence:

eAshes remind us of our earthy and humble origins, as God said to Adam, "Dust you
to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19).

eAshes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of ¢
Ash Wednesday ashes are a penitential substitute for water as a reminder of our bap
eAshes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried: "earth
to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to désdtties are a symbol of our need to repent, confess
sins, and return to God.

Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the first day of

1 congre-

2.g., Jonah
hes from

are and

s0ap. On
tism.

|
our

Come and Join us for Worship and | gt P Tzor’ty Dags
Reflection during Lent! ‘ : A Lenten ey

Ash Wednesday:February 22 at 7pm
Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

Wednesdays in Lent Beginning February 29 at 10:00am
Worship and reflection on the lives of the Saints as part of a shared ministry with our
brothers and sisters at St. James Episcopal Church, Main Street, Glastonbury

Thursdays in Lent at 6:30pm Beginning March 1
6:30-7:00pm; Soup Supper
7:00-8:00pm; Holden Evening Prayer and Reflection on the cross

/]

St. Mark Women's Retreat at Camp Calumet February 10 -12

Theme: "Come and | will give your rest." Reflections on Jesus' encounter with women,
led by Pr. Lydia. Cost: $140.00 per person includes 2 nights lodging and 5 meals- $50
non-refundable deposit due at time of registration.

This will be a wonderful opportunity for the women in the church to get to know Pr.
Lydia and each other better in one of the most beautiful and peaceful places in the

world! Come be pampered, refreshed and rejuvenated.
For more information, contact Betsy Crayton 860 -652-8094
or pick up a registration form on the bulletin board at church.

Greater Hartford Conference Meeting regarding the process to elect a new bishop, is
Sunday, February 12,3 -5 p.m . at Concordia Lutheran, 40 Pitkin Street, Manches-
ter. All rostered leaders, synod assembly voting members and ALL interested parties
are invited to be part of this event. The snow date is February 19.

Car pool sign up available on the bulletin board in the Narthex.

www.stmarkglastonbury.org




Upcoming Events
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Pancake Supper &

Action Auction

- February 21 -

beqins at 6:00pm

SHROVE Mark your calendars!

February 21 1

TUESDAY  gpove Tuesday, we will be holding our Missions
Teacup Auction to support Mission activities here

at St . Mar k 6 s.

The evening wi

Youth preparing a delicious pancake dinner at
want to miss this fun
are so happy to have Lee Hilliard as our auction-
eer again this year!! If you have any items to

donate to the auction or would like to help, please

6 pm. You

see Eleanor Tunney or Laura Pirsig.
Thanks and see you then!

wonot

Please deliver your items as well as
your talent list of offerings to Eleanor on
or before February 12 . Come and

Come for a wild and crazy time as we try and

outbid each other for a chance at Karin the . ’

Rei nhardt 0s
taco soup dinner!

WhRD
& 7
() 4 [

e " _
LMN

An Ongoing
Commitment

coconut cak(aCthl:l.

auction

Previously donated talents/items
Ann Davis Original, hand bag

A Traditional Swedish dinner
The famous Patio Planter display
Chocolate cookie tower

Week on the Vineyard

Week in Florida

Taco Soup Supper

Youth Ministry Summit
Sunday, March 4

11:30 am é1:00 pm

In Luther Hall (upstairs)

Lunch will be provided!

or guardians, and parents of younger children to share
your hopes and dreams for youth ministry at St. Mark.

ndi

begi

seeé!l

and



page 6 NEWS from the Organ Bench Linda Hilliard, Minister of Music

We | | we are smack dab in the middle of 1
has fallen, snow on snow. We snow |l overs a
it! We are bundling up, and singing and playing rather vigorously to keep warm in
the choir loft. Who knew the choir robes would feel so good?

February 5 t the fifth Sunday after Epiphany, a green Sunday starts the
month of worship ending with Sunday, February 29 t, the first Sunday in Lent.
On Sunday, February 12 t, the sixth Sunday after Epiphany, Pastor Lydia and
many St . Mar k women wil | be attending a wonmn
met, in West Ossipee, New Hampshire. If you are not acquainted with Calumet,
please speak to one of the women at church, and we can give you more info. Feel
like a weekend away, with renewal, relaxation, inspiration, conversation, and get-
ting to know Pastor Lydi a, and the other wi
Di d | mention excellent food we dondét have
all day to drink by the fire?

February 19 t is Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday after Epiphany.
The liturgy will be presented by the choir as we present Missa Dorica, or Mass in
the Dorian Mode by Richard Webster on this special day. February 22 nd s Ash
Wednesday, with service at 7:00 in the sanctuary, and the commencement of the
prayerful season of Lent.

Pastor Lydia has suggested some new elements of worship for use during
Lent, involving our young singers, and some music we have not used before! There
will be soup and bread supper in the fellowship hall from 6:30 -7:00, and then Ves-
pers in the sanctuary beginning at 7:00, on Thursday evenings, beginning
March 1 st. Can you make soup or bake bread? There will be a signup sheet on the
board for soup and bread helpers.

We also will be hosting a joint weekly service at 10:00 A.M. at St. James
Church beginning Wednesday, Feb 29 .

Please consider sharing your voice, as we make a joyful noise at our rehears-
als on Sunday mornings at 11:40, (Jr. Choir, grade 212) and Thursday evenings at
7:30 (Sr. Choir , grades 13 to infinity, and beyond). We need new singers and in-
strument strikers. And you are most welcome!

What is healing prayer?

A primary focus in Jesusd mission and ministr
word fisaveo and fAheal 06 come from the same root
deepest wounds of the world. :

Recogni zing that healing in al/l its visible .

earth, we will set aside time on a monthly basis to pray for healing of any kind. Worship on the Iast§
Sunday of each month wildl i nclude speci al praye
tion. o l ndividual s are invited to come forward

themselves or on behalf of someone else. Anointing with oil (unscented) will also be available. In
January, the healing service will take place on Jan. 29 at the single service before our budget meet-
ing. The Feb. healing service will take place at the 8 am service on Feb. 26. The :
March healing service will take place at the 10:15 service on March 25.




February Celebrations
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Happy Birthday

R R R R R R R R R R T T T

1st
Robin Masnha
4th

15th 19th
Michael Byrnes Emily Galiette
Thelma Fullerton 20th

Lindsey Musco 16th Pastor Lydia
5th Carly Coppola 21st

Bill Raabe Lindsey Coppoly Carol Bell
10th Jeffrey Cote 23rd

Leslie Mahland /HVOLH 2-5R XbthN Grebe
13th 17th 27th

Daniel Cave Matthew Beveridge Austin Jacobs
Jason Vallario 18th 28th

14th Julie Griffin Karin Bullock

Sandra Vallario

Heidi Deblois

Anniversaries

Alan & Louise Plocharczyk 2/13
Lee & Linda Hilliard- 2/14
Chuck & Carol Edinger 2/16
Anand & Suguna Nethala 2/23
Bob & Suzanne Bostelman 2/26

Office 6331188, and we will make
arrangements for you.

PENNY WARS RETURNS!
The Youth and Young Adults of The Lutheran
Church of St. Mark invite you to participate in
their upcoming PENNY WARS to raise money
for the 30 hour famine (youth team) and
schools in Hartford (Young Adult team).
Stay tuned for more information!

St . Mar k
will not have their regular
monthly gathering in February
in lieu of the upcoming
Womends retreat
however, resume onMarch
27, at 7pm , meeting at Liz
Gregoni s6 home
book Half the Sky.

If you are in need of assistance to
attend any service or event at| St.
Mark, please contact the Parish

Womenos

o

Lector Assistant
10:15am Worship
2/5 Betsy Crayton Mark Crayton

2/12  Karin Reinhardt David Obedzinski
2/19 Gary Anderson Karin Reinhardt
2/26  IM Galiette David Rutz

3/4 Mark Crayton Betsy Crayton
8:00am Worship

2/5 Audrey Raabe Jule Beer

2/12  Fran Kreigenhofer ~ Mike Davis

2/19 Adam Chiu Chris Chiu

Jackie Howson
Audrey Raabe

2/26  Kevin Howson
3/4 Jule Beer

Narthex.

Usher

Team 3
Team 4
Team 1
Team 2
Team 3

If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, please find a replacement and contact the Parish Office with the changes 8am on
Tuesday. The Greeter/Assistant list is posted weekly in the bulletin monthly in the Messenger, and also on the bulletin board in the

*Please note that the is currently no updated Greeter list available
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