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Dear Brothers and Sisters of St. Mark,  

 The last year has not been an easy one for your pastor.  Last fall 
I wrote a letter sharing the sad news of the ending of my 37 year mar-
riage.  The marriage will be legally over in July. Two months later 
came the news of my cancer, a fact that I hope is now over, following 
treatment.  Through it all you have prayed for me, supported me, and 
loved me.  The people of St. Mark will always be so special to me. 
 

 This letter comes to announce my resignation as your pastor.  
Soon I will be accepting the call as the pastor of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Forestville, CT.  It will soon be nine years that I have shep-
herded this flock and it is time to follow Godôs call to this new com-
munity.  It will be a very real challenge in my new ministry and a new 
start feels like a good idea for you as well.  You will always be in my 
prayers as I trust you will keep me in yours. 
 

 Finally, please know that leaving you will be so hard for me.  I 
thank you for trusting me in particular with your children.  Leaving 
them will be the hardest and I know many of them will not under-
stand.  Being called to the ministry of Jesus requires a wandering ser-
vant to wander. 
 

 In consultation  with the Church Council, my last Sunday will be 
August 1st.  Pray for your leaders as they and you look to the future for 
God to send you a new servant.  
 
May the Peace of God always be with you, 
 

      Peace,  Pastor Joe 

 

St. Mark Messenger is compiled and published each month by Pamela Koshmerl. Some articles may be edited. 
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St. Mark Congregational Council 2010 
 

President: Karin Reinhardt 
Vice President:  
Secretary: JaneMarie Galiette 
Treasurer: Rindi Taylor 
Financial Sec.:    Sean Morrissey 
Members at Large:  Mark Gresens   
      Meghan Pirsig 

Ministry Committee Chairs 
 

Education:   Fran Kreigenhofer 
Fellowship:  Deb Gresens 
Outreach:  Cheryl Coppola 
Property:  Chuck Edinger  
Stewardship:  Gary Anderson 
Mission:  Laura Pirsig 
Worship:  Jonathan Chiu 
Sunday School       Deb Gresens 
Staff  Support Committee:  
Ronald Kraatz,   Jonathan Chiu 
 Bernie Clark   Liz Gregonis  
Rindi Taylor 

Council Notes    Karin Reinhardt ,  President, Congregational Council  
  

Greetings! 
 

 It is certainly with a great deal of sadness that we learn of Pastor Joeôs future 
plans.  We wish him all the best and are thankful for his leadership and spiritual 
guidance.  My family has truly enjoyed so many of the programs that Pastor Joe 
promoted é our strong confirmation and high school programs, Lenten discus-
sions, meals at church.  But the most meaningful blessing Pastor Joe bestowed on 
the Reinhardt family was his walk with our neighbor through his final weeks of ter-
minal cancer.  Thank you. 
 

 Council met with Pastor on the 23rd to request release from his Call to The 
Lutheran Church of St.  Mark.    Since then we have made initial contact with our 
synod advisor who will be assisting us with transition efforts.  This will include 
forming a call committee and determining our short term pastoral plan.  We will be 
keeping you informed about this progress.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please give me a call. 
 

 Council also agreed to fill the vacant Vice President council role which we left 
unfilled during our last elections.  Council will be electing this person in the next 
month or so. 
 

 You will be hearing more about plans for Pastorôs last service with us and 
goodbyes.  Please watch for emails. 
 

 Other news at St Mark during the June council meeting: we received a report 
about the New England Synod meeting; Chuck filled us in about the continued 
basement progress; dates were set for Rally Day and picnic.  We also spent a few 
minutes discussing 2010/2011 strategic focus. Please see the committee reports and 
 

Continued on page 3 

St. Mark Office Staff & Lay Leadership  

Congregational Council Meetings are held 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month  at 
7:00PM.  All congregation members are 
welcome to attend.  Meeting agendas will 
be posted one week before the meeting in 
the Narthex. We look forward to seeing you.  

Community Use for St. Mark  
Forms are available in the Parish office for the use of 
St. Mark for church meetings /events and community  
meetings.  Please see the office manager for assis-
tance in scheduling your events/meetings at St. 
Mark, call 633-1188, or now found on St. Mark web-
site and downloadable at 
www.stmarkglastonbury.org/communityuse.doc   

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 
75 Griswold Street 
Glastonbury, CT 06033 
(860) 633-1188   Fax (860) 657-1191 
 

E-mail:  
Churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org 
 

Website:  www.StMarkGlastonbury.org 
 

Pastor:  The Rev. Joseph B. Ekeberg 
Minister of Music: Linda Hilliard 
Sexton:               Bill Galiette 
Office Manager:  Pamela Koshmerl 

Worship  
September to June;  8am &10:15am 
Christian Education: 9am 
Summer worship begins June 13, 2010 9am  

http://www.stmarkglastonbury.org/communityuse.doc
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          August 16 for the        
September issue 

 We are getting a lot of interest for our new St Markôs Womenôs Group. 
Please join us on Thursday, July 8th at 7pm at the Reinhardtôs.  All adult women 
of the parish are invited. Weôll be talking about what our group can be and do; 
social nights, community service, family support, etc. Bring your ideas!  
 Please contact either Karin (karin.l.reinhardt@gmail.com ) or Cheryl 
(cherylcoppola@yahoo.com ) if you think you can make it.   
 Food and wine will be served! 
 Remember to contact the church office with any email or 
contact information updates. If youód like to have online access to 
our church directory click on ñrequest ID & passwordò on the 
lower left of our webpage. 
 Please take our online survey:  

 http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCK5PG   
 

 The 125th Anniversary History of St Mark publication is  

online. You can access it by clicking on the ñhistoryò button on our website or by 

going directly here: www.stmarkglastonbury.org/stmarkhistory.1885 -2010.pdf  

 And, finally, donôt forget to invite someone to church!         
 

Cheryl   
website@stmarkglastonbury.org  

Outreach,  Cheryl Coppola, Chair 

After a church service on Sunday 
morning, a young boy suddenly 
announced to his mother, ñMom, 
Iôve decided to become a minister 
when I grow up.ò 
ñThatôs okay with us, but what 

made you decide that?ò 
ñWell,ò said the little boy, ñI have to go to 
church on Sunday anyway, and I figure it 
will be more fun to stand up and yell, than 
to sit and listen.ò 

calendars for more specific information.  As always, a complete accounting of the 
committee minutes is available from Jane Marie.  
 

 Coming up this summer... Women of St. Mark will be meeting on July 8 th for 
socializing.  Basement work continues ï talk to Ron Kraatz for scheduling info.  See 
you at 9:00 Sunday Services! 
 

Godôs Peace, 
 

Karin Reinhardt, Council President  

Council Notes, continued  

Hammonasset  registration 
Grades 9-12 deadline July 2!! 

Contact Deb Gresens  

860-267-7192 

For more information 

www.hammoconnect.com  

http://mrd.mail.yahoo.com/compose?To=karin.l.reinhardt%40gmail.com
mailto:cherylcoppola@yahoo.com
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/CVCK5PG
mailto:website@stmarkglastonbury.org
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Welcome and Congratulations to our new Council Members 

Lending Library Book Recommendation                                                 
&  

Summer Reading List  
 

 We have a new book thatôs been donated by a member to                                                               
the church charitable giving education lending library located                                                             
next to the Fellowship area and we know youôll enjoy it and                                                           
the other recommendations we are making for summer                                                            
reading to enhance your knowledge and understanding of                                                             
how we can share the gifts that God has given us and also plan for 
the future.  

ñGiving: How Each of Us Can Change the Worldò, Bill Clinton  
Excerpts from the Amazon.com editorial review:  
ñéBill Clinton titles his thin volume Giving because it extols the virtues of volunteering time and 
money to worthy causes. But it could just as well have been called Adjusting, as the former presi-
dent seeks to define his new role while Hillary Rodham Clinton pursues his old office. "é As he 
depicts it, Clinton since leaving office has transformed his life from "getting" to "giving." Politics, 
he writes, "is a 'getting' business" -- getting votes, support, contributions and so on. "To balance 
the scales," he says, he has devoted his post-presidency to giving ... Mortality, he says, pushed 
him to this new goal. "After I narrowly escaped what could have been a fatal heart attack in 
2004," he writes, "I felt that way even more strongly."  
What he has produced in Giving is his own version of It Takes a VillageéTo explore why people 
devote time, money and energy to public causes, the author turns to celebrity friends such as 
Oprah Winfrey, Andre Agassi and Warren Buffett for a few sentences about how they realized it 
was better to give than to receive. ñ 
This book and others are now available to members of Saint Mark who would like to borrow 
them.  Just sign them out in the book on the bookcase where they are located. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 The following is a summer reading list of books  with the same ñgivingò theme 
not available in our lending library but may be available on -line, in your public library or 
at the bookstore. 
 

The Gentle Art of Blessing: A Simple Practice That Will Transform You and Your World 
- Pierre Pradervand 
 

The Power of Giving: How Giving Back Enriches Us All - Azim Jamal 
 

Inspired Philanthropy: Your Step -by-Step Guide to Creating a Giving Plan and Leaving 
a Legacy- Tracy Gary 
 

 If you have a book, movie or music you wish to donate to our Lending Library to 
help inspire, educate or inform our members about giving, planning or other related 
topic please leave that item on the shelves under the bookcase and weôll make it available 
to everyone.  Thank you. 

 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Pierre-Pradervand/e/B001JJA40M/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Azim-Jamal/e/B001JRZ0G2/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1
http://www.amazon.com/Tracy-Gary/e/B001JSAI2M/ref=ntt_athr_dp_pel_1


 

Planned Giving Corner 

 Consider a Gift  

of Life Insurance 
 

If you are at a point in your life where you donôt necessarily 

need the insurance for your family in case of emergency, or 

you have multiple smaller policies not needed as part of your 

overall insurance plan consider naming the Lutheran Church 

of Saint Mark as the beneficiary of such a policy.  Itôs one 

way to make an extraordinary gift that will continue and 

grow the Mission of our congregation in and around our 

community. 

This Old House of the Lord  
 

Security System Upgrade:  
 
 After several monthsô discussions with various vendors, and evaluation of 
their proposals, the property committee submitted a recommendation to coun-
cil. The recommendation was to change the security service from Safe Home Se-
curity (SHS) to Sonitrol, security system and fire detection service provider, lo-
cated in Rocky Hill.  
 
 The recommendation was accepted and approved by council. Our council 
president Karen Reinhardt has signed the agreement and work has begun to al-
low Sonitrol to assume monitoring our fire security. As part of the new arrange-
ment all the detection equipment in the basement will be replaced ( the existing 
equipment is about 15 years old). In addition, strobe lights will be installed in 
the first floor restrooms,  
 
 The council has requested an estimate for replacing the rest of the equip-
ment, which is just as old. We expect to receive a proposal from Sonitrol shortly. 
 
Spring Clean Up:  
 
 Spring clean up took place on Saturday June 12th. Although the turn out of 
volunteers was less than we hoped for, a great deal was accomplished. Deb Gre-
sens, single handed tackled the kitchen, while Mark Gresens wiped down the 
pews in the sanctuary. The team of Jon Bergeson, Lee Hilliard and Dave Tailor 
cleaned the gutters and the father and son team of Russ and Matthew Beveridge 
tackled painting the parsonage fence. Thanks to Dave Ashford, and his 2600 PSI 
power washer, the whole fence has now been power washed. 
 

Chuck Edinger, Chair 

Property, Charles Edinger,  Chair Page 5 



 

  
 We are now settling into our summer worship season.  On June 13th, 
when we were scheduled to be on the lawn, wee used Setting 5 from With One 
Voice.  I received some positive feedback from people who enjoyed revisiting 
that familiar setting, so we have decided to use it also for the month of August, 
which as five Sundays.  This means I would like to use guitar for those 5 Sun-
days.  Please let me know if you would like to play, and Iôll send one of our ac-
companiment editions, with all the chords, home with you to practice.  
 

 I will be attending the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians Confer-
ence in Pittsburg from July 26 -28th.  There will be workshops on contemporary 
worship, early music for your choir and planning your worship for series A Lec-
tionary, which begins in Advent.  I am looking forward to this and hope to bring 
back some good things for our worship. 
 

 Please sign up for summer music, if you enjoy singing and/or playing! Let 
me know if you have any hymn requests for the summer services. 
 

 Rest up, relax, and enjoy Godôs creation. 

          Peace, Linda Hilliard 

Page 6 News from the Organ Bench   Linda Hilliard, Minister of Music  

1925 to 1934  

This decade was an important time for the congregation, under the steady 
leadership of Rev. H.F. R. Stechholz .   Worship services were held in both 
English and German.   The cornerstone for the new church on Griswold 
Street was laid on November 8, 1925.  Built at a cost of $12,700, the church 
was dedicated on May 16, 1926.  The steeple bell was donated by Williams 
Brothers, silverware manufacturers in Glastonbury.  In 1930, a pipe organ 
was given by Immanuel Lutheran Church, Bristol.  This instrument was used 
until 1971!  The old church on Grove Street was sold to a Ukrainian Catholic 
congregation. 

Submitted by Linda Obedzinski  

St. Mark 125th Anniversary 1885 -2010 
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           Lector            Assistant           Acolyte             Usher        Greeter    
 

7/4  Rindi Taylor   David Taylor       Team 4  Galiettes  
7/11 Lee Hilliard   Jan Frick       Team 1  Fricks  
7/18  David Taylor   JM Galiette       Team 2  Jacobs  
7/25  Mark Gresens  Deb Gresens       Team 3  Webster  
8/1  Dan Eberle   Leslie OðRourke    Team 4  Kraatz/Tunny  
8/8  Jake Jacobs   Holly Jacobs      Team 1  Wilowski  
8/15  Karin Reinhardt  Bob Schaeffer     Team 2  Zerillo  
8/22  Lydia Ashford  Karin Reinhardt     Team 3  Rutz  
8/29  Linda Obedzinski  Jon Bergeson     Team 4  Auger   
9/5  MaryBeth Cave  Lee Hilliard      Team 1  Craytons  
 
If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, please find a replacement and contact the Parish Office with the changes by 9am on Tuesday.  The Greeter/
Assistant list is posted weekly in the bulletin monthly in the Messenger, and also on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

 July Anniversaries  
7/2 Stephen & Denise Stenger 

7/13 Paul & Dawn Taff 
 69 years together!! 

1st 
Noah Crowell 
2nd 
Lydia Ashford 
6th 
Laura Pirsig 
Susan Smith 
8th 
Brian Blank 
10th 
Clara Hancock 
Ronald Strine 
 
 
 
 

12th 
Keven DeYoung 
Pastor Joe Ekeberg 
Laura Grassi 
Jonathan Hill 
16th   
Kaitlyn Crowell 
26th 
Mary Anderson 
Bernard Clark 
Steven Geier 
 
 
 
 
 

27th 
James Galiette 
29th 
Matthew Chiu 
 

2nd 
James DeYoung 
Patrick DeYoung 
Gregory Gregonis 
5th 
Claudia Fiducia 
 7th 
Mary Beth Cave 
William Pirsig 
9th 
Raymond Frick 
David Strine 
10th 
David Canevari 

13th 
Rachel Hara 
 17th 
Anand Nethala 
18th 
Allen Hill  
Frederick Jacobs, Jr. 
19th  
Deborah Gresens 
21st   
Sarah Davis 
Karin Reinhardt 
23rd 
Christine Chiu 

24th  
Valda Dienavs 
Brandon Roux 
25th 
Michele Greissle 
Timothy Hara, Jr. 
27th 
Beverly Reynolds 
28th 
Bonnie Rotondo 
Virginia Rutz 
29th 
Cynthia Wirth 

August Celebrations  

 August Anniversaries   
8/3 Harold & Sylvia Doran  

8/7 Ron Kraatz & Eleanor Tunney 
8/12 Bill & JaneMarie Galiette 

8/13 Nicholas & Laura Grassi 
    Donald & Nancilee Orend 
8/18  Eric & Robbin Masna 

8/26 Ray & Janice Frick 
8/27 Joseph & Bonnie Rotondo 
8/28 David & Daniela Canevari 

8/29 David & Virginia Rutz 


