
 Volume XLVI, Issue III  

Inside this issue:  

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark  

 

www.StMarkGlastonbury.org 

The Messenger 
March 2010 

churchoffice@stmarkglastonbury.org 

Staff/Committee Info     2 

Council President           2  

Stewardship     3 
Missions     4 

Organ Bench News         5  

Book of the Month     6 

Celebrations                      7  

In Our Prayers     8  
VBS info     9 

St. Mark History     10 

Calendar     11  

Dear Members and Friends of St. Mark,  

 This new year has started out in a very different way...  Of course the big 

news for me was finding out that I ended up needing only three chemo treatments, 

though I am in the middle of 17 daily radiation treatments.  My hair is growing 

back and my energy returns.  How thankful I am for your prayers and your sup-

port.  It looks like this year could be a little better than last. 
 

 Also, due to my baptizing Lucas Anderson at Christ the King in Wilbra-

ham, playing golf with David O in Myrtle Beach, and preaching at St. Andrew, 

Bristol, I have not been at St. Mark on Sunday three of the past four weeks.  This 

new year has started out in a very different way. 
 

 I preached at St. Andrew Bristol and Pastor Paul Krampitz was at St. Mark 

because we were kicking off a very special Lenten experience.  St. Andrew is cele-

brating 25 years as a merged church and of course we are celebrating 125 on May 

1st and 2nd.  As part of the anniversary year celebrations we have traded churches 

on Wednesday evenings during Lent.  Hopefully by now this is not news to you.  

Pastor Paul will be with us the five Wednesdays in Lent for the Lenten Journey, 

beginning with a soup and bread meal at 6:00 P.M. followed by an informal service 

in the Fellowship Hall from 6:30-8:00 P.M.  I will be doing the same at St. An-

drew.  We will be lifting up the theme from Martin Luther: the 7 signs of the 

church.  We will be remembering the past, looking at the present, and looking to 

the future. 
 

 Again, especially for active members, I hope this isnõt newsé  Please come 

and be a part of this important Lenten discipline. 
 

      Peace, 

       Pastor Joe 
 
P.S.  While golfing in Myrtle Beach with David O, son Karl came down for a day.  He 

will be out of active service in late summer.  Praise Jesus! 

Palm Sunday, March 28 

Easter, April 4 

St. Mark Messenger is compiled and published each month by Pamela Koshmerl. Some articles may be edited. 

Congregational 
Annual Meeting  
Sunday, April 11  

9:00am  
 

Be involved,  
 be informed  

Pancake Supper/Action Auction/Clothing Exchange , Tuesday March 2, 6pm  

Holy Week begins 
Sunday, March 28, Palm 

Sunday 

Maundy Thursday  

Worship April 1, @ 6 pm 
Good Friday Worship 

April 2, @ 7pm 

Easter Worship April 4 

8am and 10:15am 

9am Easter Brunch  
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Council Notes    Karin Reinhardt,  President, Congregational Council  

 Lent has begun.  If you have not yet attended the Wednesday evening soup and 
discussion ï Lenten Journey ï I hope you soon get a chance.   
 

 We are happy to have Pastor Paul Krampitz from St Andrew Lutheran, Bristol, 
to lead our discussions. 
 

 We have many additional activities this month: MACC Shelter, Youth Famine, 
New Member Sunday, and Adult Bible Study, just to name a few. 
 

 Snowflakes for small donation items and volunteer opportunities are scattered 
on the windows near the fellowship area.  Please take a moment to check them out.  
The volunteer opportunities are new this year.  It might be a good chance for you to try 
something new without a long commitment.  Thank you for your participation.  
 

 Church council met on Wednesday (2/10).  We continue to have the organ re-
pairer in to look at glitchy problems with organ.  He is not billing us for the time.  Our 
125th anniversary celebration is approaching.  Tickets for the brunch will be sold prior 
to the event, which will be held at the Glastonbury Hilton Gardens.   
 

Mark Gresens gave an update on the Sakon/Dartmouth proposed building project on 
the land behind church.  The current application for the project does not include up-
dates or changes to our property.  The ultimate plan, however, still includes a shared 
parking arrangement.  

www.StMarkGlastonbury.org 

St. Mark Office Staff & Lay Leadership  

Council and Committee members have mail boxes 
located in the church office. Feel free to communi-
cate with any of us by leaving messages in our mail 
box if you are unable to reach us directly.  

The 125th committee is asking that if you are still in contact with former 

members who have moved away, but who might like to attend our Cele-

bration, please contact the Parish Office with their information.  
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Congregational Council Meetings are held on 
the second Wednesday of the month in the 

church building at 7:30PM.  All congregation 
members are welcome to attend.   

Meeting agendas will be posted one week 
before the meeting in the church.  

We look forward to seeing you there.  

Itôs been a while since Iôve asked, but if your email has changed, or additional members of 
your family would like to receive the Messenger and other important church news by 
email, please sign up for the Messenger online or give the office your email address. 
There has been a request to bring back the church directory online. For awhile it was avail-
able with password access on our website. I will be creating an updated version and post-
ing it again. If you would like a username and password to access this directory, please 
email me at the address below. I will also have a link available online to make a request.  
 March 7th will be our new member service where we will be officially welcoming 6 new 
families to our congregation. Please attend, stay after for cake, and get to know our newest 
members. 
Finally, keep up the good work in welcoming visitors to our church on Sundays. Itôs been 
very obvious that everyone is doing their part to connect with newcomers and people they 
donôt know. It can only strengthen our special community. 
 

Cheryl  
website@stmarkglastonbury.org  

If you would like to reserve a date for a meeting or 

event at St. Mark, please contact the Parish Office for 

information and calendaring. Because of the òfull Innó 

status of our community used rooms, it is necessary to 

clear your date and time 35 days prior to publication of 

your meeting.  This is not necessary for the 1st and 2nd 

Wednesdays of the month or other regular standing 

meeting days and times that have been reserved for St. 

Mark meetings. 

Planned Giving Opportunities at our  Lutheran  Church of Saint Mark 
 

By planning ahead, you can use bequests, trusts, or  

charitable annuities to leave a legacy, that includes a gift to St. Mark.  

New Planned Giving Brochure Now Available 
 

The stewardship committee at St. Mark has developed anew planned giving brochure 

for our members that helps provide you and your family with information that can help 

you protect your assets for  your family and your charitable interests.  With a bit of 

planning, these options can help you create a legacy that exemplifies your own spirit 

of sharing ôgodõs gifts in a way that cares for others and strengthens our church com-

munity  if you so choose.  Please feel free to pick up a copy of this brochure on the 

shelves of the lending library in our fellowship area of the church or request one 

from our church office at any time. 

Outreach,  Cheryl Coppola, Chair 

Saturday, April 3 10:00 A.M. 

St. Mark Childrenõs Easter Egg Hunt 

Mark your calendar and check the main bulletin 

board for further information 

mailto:website@stmarkglastonbury.org


 

2010 Lenten Journey 
 

Join us on Wednesdays during Lent through March 24 for our Lenten Journey.  Come 

share soup/bread, followed by worship and study of òthe marks of the body of Christó.  

These things that Martin Luther saw as essential features of the true church: proclama-

tion, baptism, Eucharist, office of the keys, ordination, catechesis and the cross of discipleship.   
 

We will use these central themes as lenses through which to consider our churchõs past, present, and 

future. Pastor Joe and Pastor Paul Krampitz will òteam upó in celebration as both churches are cele-

brating anniversaries this year (St. Andrew, 25 years).  This is seen as a time and an opportunity to 

honor and give thanks for our past ministry, strengthen the ministry we are presently engaged in ad 

discern a vision of the ministry that God is calling us to in the future.   
 

Pastor Joe has agreed to appear on the Lutheran Table Talk (taping Feb. 18, time slot TBD) for a 

discussion of what it means to be the church, using Lutherõs sense of the marks of the body of Christ. 
 

There is presently discussion ongoing about the possibility of both congregations (St. Andrew and St. 

Mark) to spend a weekend, in late spring perhaps; for the primary purpose of enjoying fellowship 

and building/strengthening connections.  Please watch for future email/bulletin announcements for 

more information. 

Page 4 Missions,  Laura Pirsig, Chair 

 What:  Family Clothing Exchange 
Where:  Fellowship Hall  
When:  March 2nd  (before the Action Auction)  

As part of our efforts to be ñgreenò, we will be holding a clothing exchange March 2nd.  Please 
look through your closets for gently used   clothing  (shoes and coats too), which perhaps you 
or your children are not wearing anymore.  This can be a great way to share and recycle within 
our own church! Donations may be dropped off in the designated area of the fellowship hall.    
Any items not taken on March 2nd will be donated to a charity.  

World Day of Prayer will be held on 
March 5, 2010 . This year the ser-
vice was written by the women of 
Cameroon in West Africa. The 
theme of the service is "Let Every-
thing That Has Breath Praise 
Godî.  
 St. James' Episcopal Church will 
host the service for all the churches 
in Glastonbury this year. We hope 
that all the churches will take part 
in this service. Please contact 
Katherine Miller at 860 -633 -7954 
for any questions you might have.  

The Lutheran Church  of St. Mark  

NOTICE OF ANNUAL  

MEETING  

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2010  

9:00 A.M. 
 

Please join your fellow members for this very 

important annual meeting for updates, 

 projections and information about St. Mark, 

its committees and its missions. 
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March 7, 14, 21, 28 ;  Easter, April 4th  
 

By now I hope everyone has marked their calendar for our Anniversary Weekend Cele-
bration.  I am excited about our Musicale, to be held Saturday, May 1st at 7:00 P.M., 
followed by a dessert reception. 
 

In this concert, we will feature the very best of St. Markôs musicians, as well as visiting 
musicians.  There will be familiar hymns, played by our orchestra to sing along with; 
organ music, guitar, harp, and instrumental  combinations, a menôs Barbershop style 
group including our own choir men, Pastor Joe, and Gary.  The choirs will sing as well.  
Look forward to Broadway style duets.  So, talk it up, and bring friends!  
 

Our Lenten celebration this year will be unique, with Pastor Paul Krampitz leading our 
table discussions and soup & bread supper, beginning at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24 and continuing through Wednesday, March 24.  SIGN UP FOR SOUP! 
 

The Sr. Choir will rehearse Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m. during Lent, following our 
Lenten services, instead of Thursdays. 
 

We will feature the Young Peopleôs choir on Good Friday again this year.  Our 20-
something singers will sing in addition to the adult choir during the reading of the Pas-
sion to highlight certain parts of the reading.  
 

We have recently begun supplementing our Sunday morning hymns from ELW with 
increased use of our Contemporary Songbook.  Please let me know what your feelings 
are about the songs and if you have any others you would like to include in our con-
temporary choices.   
 

    Let us enter into our Lenten Journey together,  
     with Easter Joy to come! 
        Peace, Linda Hilliard 

News from the Organ Bench   Linda Hilliard, Minister of Music  

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark 125th Anniversary Committee 
& the Reverend Joseph B. Ekeberg, cordially invite you  

to join us in celebration:  
Saturday, May 1 st 2010 ë  7:00 p.m.  

Anniversary Musical Celebration  at St. Mark  
(Donations are welcome)  

Sunday, May 2 nd  2010 ë    
One Worship Service  at 10:15 a.m.  with special guests in attendance 

(Nursery will be available)  
Immediately followed by a Celebratory Brunch for Members & Friends  

of Saint Mark at the Hilton Garden Inn , Glastonbury;  12 - 2:30pm  
Tickets on sale beginning March 28  

Tickets must be purchased before April 23  
Adults $25;  Children 5 -12 $13  

Children 0 - 4 free with adult  
Tickets will NOT be available at the door on the date of the event  
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This Monthõs St. Mark Lending Library Book Preview 

ñThe Ultimate Giftò ï A Movie on DVD  
Editorial Review from Amazon.com 

 

The Ultimate Gift  is a tale of one man's tumultuous journey toward personal growth and fulfillment. Sur-
rounded in life, and death, by avaricious family members fueled by a sense of entitlement, billionaire Red Ste-
vens (James Garner) wants to bequeath at least one member of his extended family "the ultimate gift": some-
thing he perceives as immensely more valuable than material wealth. Red's arrogant grandson Jason (Drew 
Fuller) holds a deep-seated hatred for his newly-deceased grandfather, so he's surprised to learn from his 
grandfather's friend and lawyer Mr. Hamilton (Bill Cobbs) and assistant Miss Hastings (Lee Meriwether) that 
he's been mentioned in his late grandfather's will. Far from a straightforward gift of cash, land, or stock, Red's 
bequest comes in the form of a series of mysterious recorded instructions, the first of which requires Jason to 
hop on a plane for Texas the very next morning without a hint of the trip's purpose or the nature of the gift that 
awaits him. Dropped into a life of hard physical labor on a ranch in the middle of nowhere, Jason's bad-
tempered fury eventually turns to resignation and he finds himself engaged in, and even taking pride in, the 
first real manual labor he's ever done in his life. Unbeknownst to him, his journey toward claiming the ulti-
mate gift has only just begun. When he returns from Texas, Jason finds his home cleared out, his car confis-
cated, and instructions to produce one true friend. While Jason is reduced to sleeping in the park, a young 
child named Emily (Abigail Breslin) and her mother Alexia (Ali Hillis) make his acquaintance and lead him to 
re-examine his personal prejudices and perceptions of what's truly important in life. Jason's journey of self -
discovery continues throughout a series of other trying experiences and, in the end, Grandpa Red's "ultimate 
gift" of life lessons profoundly and permanently improves the quality of Jason's life. What's more, Jason's new 
perspective of his place in society has a very positive effect on the larger community. This very powerful film is 
funny, heartbreaking, and intensely thought -provoking. --Tami Horiuchi   

All members of Saint Mark are invited to examine the materials in our lending library, located in our fellowship area.  To bor-

row the materials just sign them out in the book on the shelf.  If you have a book or movie that you think would be appropri-

ate and you wish to donate it to the library, just place it in the cabinet below the shelves with a note to tell us who donated 

it so that we may acknowledge you. 

 Its that time againétime to order 

Lilies for our Easter celebration.   
 

You are invited to order one or more lilies for special 
intentions of your choice.  If you wish to order a lily, 

please complete the form below and place this form, with your 
money (checks made payable to the Lutheran Church of St. Mark),  
in the offering plate, give to Dave Rutz, or mail it to the church 
office.  Last day to order Easter Lilies is March 28, Palm Sunday. 
 The cost will be $7.50 per Lily.  The supplier will be the 
same as in the past.  The plants may be taken home for your contin-
ued enjoyment any time after our worship services on Easter.  
 In lieu of flowers, donations, in any amount, may be made 
instead to the 125th Anniversary Committee for the relocation of 
the Luther Window to the Narthex. 
     

Name_____________________________________ 

Envelope ______ phone_____________________  

Intentions: (In Memory oféIn Honor oféIn Thanksgiving foré 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________ 
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Food Pantry  
Please consider sharing a 

food item for our pantry each 
week.  Help us with our  

community mission goals.  

 

          April 19 

           Lector            Assistant           Acolyte             Usher        Greeter    
 

3/7  Marybeth Cave  Lee Hilliard   Sam P.   Team 3  Ellen Webster  
3/14  Mark Crayton  Rindi Taylor  Galiette   Team 4  Kraatz/Tunney  
3/21   Jan Frick   Lydia Ashford  Open    Team 1  Sara Wilowski  
3/28  JM Galiette   Dave Rutz   OPEN   Team 2  Ellen Zerillo  

If you are unable to serve on the date assigned, please find a replacement and contact the Parish Office with the 
changes by 9:00am on Tuesday.  The Greeter/Assistant list is posted weekly in the bulletins, monthly in the Mes-
senger, and also on the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

1st 
Bill Galiette 
3rd 
Liz Gregonis 
Barbara Im 
Michael Taylor 
5th   
Matt Frick 
6th 
Philip Crayton 
Ken Geier 
7th 
Melissa Howson 
9th 
Stephanie Mosier 
 

11th   
Elaine Auger 
Russell Beveridge 
12th   
Elise Bullock 
13th 
Frederick Andreoli 
14th   
Rebecca Brown 
15th  
Joseph Griffin 
16th  
Isabella Crowell 
Alexander Raabe  
19th  
Janice Shilosky 

20th  
Kurt Reinhardt 
21st  
Mark Tapio 
24th  
Stephen Putre 
27th 
Scott Reinhardt 
Veronica Rousseau 
28th 
Holly Jacobs 
Jennifer Roux 
29th 
Kevin Howson 
30th 
Fred Jacobs, III (Jake) 

First Church of Christ, Wethersfield is holding itõs  

semi-annual  Christian-based Divorce Recovery Seminar  

beginning on Friday and Saturday, March 12 & 13.   

The program includes eight weekly follow-up sessions  

on Wednesday evenings. 

New Hope 

New Beginnings 

Our purpose is to provide a program of support, healing and 

hope for persons following the trauma of divorce, separation, 

or the loss of a primary relationship. 

A support group opportunity may be available for children of 

divorce and loss, depending upon interest level. 
 

Scholarships may be available to offset the cost of the seminar 
 

For more information or to register, please call  

Suzanne Edgaro at 860-1575, ext. 212  
 

Registration forms available on the main bulletin board  

in the Narthex. 

Princess & the Prom 

Www.princessandtheprom.org 
 

Princess & the Prom is a charitable organization that 

provides donated prom dresses free to area high 

school girls.  Donated dresses and accessories can be 

dropped off at any Best Cleaners location,  

as well as other sites until March 20.   

For information call 860-653-0227 
 

Girls with a valid high school ID may get a free prom 

dress at the 4th Annual Gown Giveaway Event on  

Fri, Sat & SunñMarch 26, 27, 28 at the  

Hilton Garden Inn, Windsor, CT 

Pre-reg is mandatory, call 860-653-0227 



 

March 7, 2010  
Isaiah 55:1 -9  
Psalm 63:1 -8 (1)  
1 Corinthians 10:1 -13  
Luke 13:1 -9  
 

March 14, 2010  

Joshua 5:9 -12  
Psalm 32 (11)  
2 Corinthians 5:16 -21  
Luke 15:1 -3, 11b -32  
 

Joseph, Guardian of 
Jesus  
March 19, 2010  
2 Samuel 7:4, 8 -16  
Psalm 89:1 -29 (2)  
Romans 4:13 -18 
Matthew 1:16, 18 -21, 24a  

March 21, 2010  

Isaiah 43:16 -21  
Psalm 126 (5)  
Philippians 3:4b -14  
John 12:1 -8  
 

Annunciation of Our 
Lord  
March 25, 2010  
Isaiah 7:10 -14  
Psalm 45 (17) or Psalm 
40:5 -10 (8)  
Hebrews 10:4 -10  
Luke 1:26 -38  
 

 
 
 

Lessons, psalms, scripture  
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If you are in need of assistance 
to attend any service or event 
at St. Mark, please contact the 
Parish Office 633- 1188, and we 
will make  arrangements for 
you. 

www.stmarkglastonbury.org  

Pastoral Acts 

In Our Prayersé 

Military:   

Roland, Kyle, Greg, Eric, Chris, Matt 

Illness:  

Bob, Steve, Ron, Rindi, Al, Kent, Peg, Lora, Dorothy, 

P.V., Carolyn, Alan, Stanley, Harold, Deb, Jocelyn, 

 Versialle, Adele, Nick, Prentiss, Alex, Doug, Bob, Pastor 

Joe 

GRIEF and LOSS SUPPORT GROUP Winter 2010  
First Church of Christ, Congregational, 2183 Main St, Glastonbury  
Facilitator: Rev. Ruth Martz   Church Office: 860 -633 -4641 (x113)  
Please consider joining this group if you have experienced loss through a death, di-
vorce or separation, an ill partner, or in any other way.  As a group, we will create a 
safe place where you can explore your feelings through conversation, writing, music, 
and other tools for healing.  
We will hold six weekly sessions, either in the late afternoon or early evening. Dates 
to be announced. Limit: 8 people  
To sign up or ask any questions, please contact Ruth Martz at the church office.    

Sunday of the Passion  
Palm Sunday  
March 28, 2010  

Luke 19:28 -40 Proces-
sion with Palms  
Isaiah 50:4 -9a  
Psalm 31:9 -16 (5)  
Philippians 2:5 -11 
Luke 22:14 ë23:56 or 
Luke 23:1 -49  

Baptism: 

Lucas Anderson 

January 31, 2010 
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SAVE THE DATE!!! 
Calumet Vacation Bible School will join us again this summer bringing fun times, friend-

ships, music, games and  crafts, all while teaching about Godõs love.  Keep this week 

open and tell your friends that all are welcome! 

JULY 5TH ðJULY 9TH MON-FRI  FULL DAYS! 

Drop-off 8am-9am           Pick-up 4pm-5pm 

$100./camper  Ages 4-14 

2010 Calumet Vacation Bible School at the Lutheran Church of St. Mark 

75 Griswold St.   Glastonbury CT 

Pre-Registration Form 
Camper Name 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                               

M/F____________Birth Date__________________Grade Completed__________Age by VBS________                         

 

Mailing Address_________________________________________________________________________  
 

Town__________________________________________State____________Zip_____________________ 
 

 

Email____________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Motherõs Name____________________________________________ 

                                

Motherõs Work Phone(  )_________________Motherõs Cell Phone or Pager (         )____________ 

 

Fatherõs Name______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fatherõs Work Phone (     )________________Fatherõs Cell Phone or Pager (         )_________________ 

 

Parent Signature  _______________________________________ 

Please use separate form for each child. 

 

Tuition Enclosed:   $100 ___check ___ cash Make checks payable to: Lutheran Church of St. 

Mark 

 

Scholarships available 

Additional forms to follow (including medical, pick -up, and parental concerns info.), due on or before 

the first day of camp. 

For more information please contact Barbara Im, Director VBS @ 860-633-6670 
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St. Mark History:  1905 to 1914  
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇǎ CƻǊƳΣ 

along with Choir and Sunday School 
Twenty-two women from St. Mark formed 
a Frauenverein (womenôs group) in 1905, 
meeting weekly.  They took turns keeping 
the church clean, and they raised funds 
through events including an annual pork 
and sauerkraut dinner.  

A year later, a choir was formed and the 
Wolfart family donated an organ.  Inter-
estingly, the first organist ï who served for 
many years -- played with just one finger!  

A Young Peopleôs Society (later known as 
the Walther League, and then the St. Mark 
Youth Group) was formed in 1910.  One 
popular social event was a sleigh ride to a 
neighboring Lutheran church for refresh-
ments and entertainment.  

The Sunday School was organized during 
this decade, and classes were held in the 

St. Mark 125th Anniversary 1885 -2010 

The graphic above was taken from the ledger of the Fruen-
vereins for the year 1911:   It shows income for the year & 
expenses of $263.39, a positive balance of $15.49. There 
appears to be an annual donation of  $5.00 to Bronxville 
College, some cleaning supply expenses & a number of 
"floral pieces' to members for presumed illnesses.  

church basement.  Each class sat around 
one table, and all lessons were held in one 
large room. 

In 1906 St. Mark joined the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and 
other states.  During these years, com-
munion was held four to six times a year, 
and to commune, a member must have 
previously registered (completing a card) 
and privately confessed his/her sins to the 
pastor in the preceding three days. 

Church traditions were being formed, too.  
In 1905 the first annual Missionfest was 
held.  This consisted of a worship service 
with a special speaker, and often, special 
music, followed by a dinner prepared by 
the Frauenverein. The first annual church 
picnic was held in 1909 at the Wolfart 
familyôs home. 

By 1914, the congregationôs membership 
had grown to 205 individuals.  

Contributed by Linda Obedzinski  

This is the cover from the very first 
Constitution: a   4X 6 size with 12 pages. 
This document compared to the current 
Constitution size of 8 /2 X11 with 23 
pages! 


