The Lutheran Church
St. Mark

18852010

One Hundred Twerkth
Anniversary
May 10, 2010

| Glastonbury, Connecticuk



The Pastors of the Lutheran Church of St. Ma

Rev. E. Schneider 18821884
Rev. Edmund F.A. Hantle 18841888
Rev. William Koepchen May 188&ugust 1889
Rev. Henry F. Stein 18891891

Rev. John F. H. Horst 189 47"._.

@ Rev. Fredrich Ottman -1890
Rev. Henry C. BeckmanJ_EQEE

I Rev. William C. Schmidt -1926

Rev. Hugo F. R. Stechholz199% ;‘4

Rev. Karl E. Blake 19461

E

Rev. Joseph E. Hak@éZL%@

Rev. Thomas J. Windsor-19968

Rev. Elmer F. Dreyer -19

Rev. John J. Marschhausenr19%82
¢

‘@)

)

Rev. Rebecca J. Bourret2009

Rev. Joseph B. Ekeberg- 2001




The First One Hundred Year:

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark had its roots Louise; SHROEDER, Carl and Katherine; SCHWARM,
in the German immigration to this area in the latter Heinrich and Elisabeth; BANDEL, Jacob and Kathe-
half of the nineteenth century. Glastonbury indus- rine; MILLER, Christian and Katherine; ISLEIB, An-
tries brought German families to town, beginning dreas and Katharine; ROMMEL, Adam; ZERVER, John
with the Korgiebels about 1850. and Nina; ZERVER, Jacob and Louise; GEIGER, Bar-
bara; BUCK, Heinrich; WOLLMAN, Carl; ULBERT,
Bruno; BEHRENDT, Otto; and ROSER, Herman.

Descendants of some of these were still to be
found among the members of The Lutheran Church of
St. Mark 100 years later.

L 0 0 T Th®Journey Begins
About 1880 John Kiedaisch, a member of one
of these immigrant families and a farmer on Hebron
Avenue, advertised in theConnecticut Staats Zeitung
a German language newspaper, for a German Protes- )
tant preacher to come to Glastonbury. The advertise- firmed aacrj] ,ﬁ‘gl'rl r}:r’ntisree’ci)? d)(/ac()jung people were con-
ment was answered in 1882 by Rev. E. Schneider and
OAOOI OAA AOAI OOAI T U ET QA S BevAigniel gt inOgiobes 1983 © ag
Evangelical Lutheran Church. cept a call to ury, , Farmer aisch agaln
Pastor Schneider held German language ser- placed an advertisement in theStaats Zeitungfor a

vices for the mission congregation in the Band House. m|n|sterKOTh|s ae?qvert;]semect \(’jvirs anSNVéereHdat\)/y Rev.
10l ETTxI AO OEA - OOEA &/Ad?ngsda?p W?B%rg&?Hev%gasjme atth%né)art—on
on the grounds of the Williams Brothers Manufactur- Y,

ing Company, makers of silver and cutlery, on Naubuc ’CE-:- Ioﬁ (é'la‘ %IO(/?\ Ic')% A A(T) ('.)A.A ODEOIAIA AL A A- OC)SI'
Avenue. This area was then known as Curtisville. ¢

The building, owned by the Glastonbury Band, was same evening. Although Pastor Koepchen served this

. — parish but a short while, it was through him that St.
:ﬁ;?aizmgénmlogvi% tlg?lgevsf;eurai?eerssma” band of Lu Mark became associated with the Lutheran Church

Folouing o years ofhoking sences i the  £1S50LT Yn00 (1en ne Luheran Syiod of szour
rented Band House, the small group met for a brief ' P

period in the chapel of the First Church Christ Con- panshe_s in Dodgeville, MA, and Bristol, RI, at the
: ; same time he served St. Mark.

gregational on Main Street. On Auaust 25. 1889. Pastor K h 5

In 1884 Pastor Schneider left and his mission . gus - »_astor itoepchen or

k here was undertaken by Rev. Edmund F. Hantle. dained a young theclogical candidate, H.F.A. Stein,
‘gor ax : xET EITAAREAOGAI U AAAAI A 308
astor Hantle also ministered to the Evangelical Lu- served uniil 1891 He later became a professor at

theran Church* in Hartford, then connected with the C dia Coll '.t Institute. B " EIY
old General Synod, which later became a part of the o‘ncor 'a Lo egla? n,s ltute, Bronxville, NY.
United Lutheran Church in America, and in a further 4 E A v éNew Be@dership
merger, the Lutheran Church in America. In the summer of 1891, John F. H. Horst, 25

Pastor Hantle in 1885 became Congregational years old and a recent graduate of Concordia Semi-
State Missionary among the German population in nary in St. Louis, Missouri, was commissioned by the
Connecticut. At this time the young congregation met Missouri Synod as Missionanat-Large for the State
at the Addison Chapel by the lower mill in the Addi- of Connecticut. He made his headquarters in South
son community in northeastern Glastonbury. On Sun- Manchester where a small congregation, Zion, had
AAUR - AU pmh pyyuvh OEA 1 BedrObuAdeds Giod® BereEhk laldo minist@e@itolst. AET C
a Gurendung. Then on Sunday, September 27 thereMark, to a group which had separated from Reforma-
xAO A O4A1I BT OAOU / OCAT E WidnOrEHailtfard, aAddo agiedp MBENewAHartord.1 Al O
constitution was adopted along with a statement of these were considered to be one parish.
the confessional basis for Der Evangelical Lu- St. Mark had still been meeting in the Addison
therischen Saint Markus Gemeinde zu Glastonbury. Chapel. Now, however, services began to alternate
From these events we date the existence of The Lu-between that chapel and St. Jamq
theran Church of St. Mark as an organized church. Episcopal Church on Main Street. /

Twenty-two family names were recorded as AEO0OO 308 - AOE O
AT i1 61 EAAT OO0 AOGOET ¢ OEA anck GsnonthAhdGHek dade offely”
including: KIEDAISCH, John and Anna; SCHMIDTuntil a church was built on Grove
Gottfried and Katherine; LINGNER, George and Street.

O
(@)

*CKA& O2yaANBIFGA2Yy o6SOFYS | LINI 2F ¢NRAYyAGe 1 FNIF2NR 4K
to become Grace Hartford, when ministers were in short supply during World War Il.



After Pastor Horst left in January, 1894, to of record, which covered July to October of 1900,
answer a call in the West, he was replaced by Rev.showed a total income of only $81.36, with expendi-
Fredrich Ottman that same month. Like his predeces- tures listed of $54.00!

sor, Pastor Ottman lived in South Manchester. He Yet, less than two years later, on April 13,
later moved to Hartford from whence he served his 1902, the cornerstone of that first building was laid.
rather widespread parish. It contained a synodical book, a list of church officers,

51T AAO 0AOOT O / 001 AT 6 Culist dk votind DemBeEspand tr3e® ButheraA feEodi-
was more formally organized as were the German cals. Pastor Beckman and Rev. P.O. Duessel were
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Unaltered speakers for the occasion.
Augsburg Confession in Hartford and Zion Lutheran The new church building
in Manchester. Christ Lutheran entered a period of was dedicated on July 13 of th
such growth that Pastor Ottman recommended that same year. Former pastor Fredricl %
Hartford and New Hartford become one parish and Ottman and Professor H. Stein off @
Glastonbury and Manchester another. This was done ciated. Total cost of that first build- §
by the Mission Board of the Missouri Synod in 1900. ing was $1,331.46! The larges B

Rev. Ottman continued serving St. Mark and contribution was $692.50, given by
Zion for a short while, preaching on alternate Sun- the Wolfart family.
days to his parishioners in Glastonbury, at St. James. St Mark was incorporated September 9,

1900-3 68 - AOEBS O #'l'TOOEOC)%é’ o an g :E_cor Q?ﬂ?'%ﬁl?ggghhn%éml :
$O00ET C 0AOOT O / OO0I Ad }
constitution was written by a committee consisting of 35 OR OA 9% xO | ¢

Conrad Wolfart, Otto Behrendt, Jacob Reichard, Julius

. corded marriage of St. Mark. It was the nuptials of
Menschke, and the pastor. It was adopted in 1900 .
and continued in force for 39 years. Carl and Olga Dickau, nee Russland, on July 5. Ac-

4EA EEOOO 0T 0A006 | AAQENIC 8] R AMINESEN, Nisfops Ngusuey
. . . . Martha an U ert~ was the firs
tion was on July 1, 1900, immediately following ratifi- (1903) married in the Grove Street Church
cation. Chosen at this annual election were Jacob The first baptism and funeral of récord at St
Reichard, president; Conrad Wolfart, treasurer; Otto PR Paptsm and 1 p A PN

: -AOE xAOA A1l O AZEOAO 0AOOI O
Behrendt, secretary; and Bruno Ulbert, trustee. Other . . .
' - s ward Julius Frederick was baptized October 14, 1900.
offices called for by the constitution were vice Frieda Hennia. a victim of drowning. was buried on
president, one other trustee, and two deacons. These October 16 1%’00 9
offices were probably previously filled. ) R L L o

YO xAO OEA AAAAI T 608 EVYAI BT 6AEA OEADPADDIGD ET EEO
duties as needed and to keep order during worship. On February 15, 1903, twentytwo women
Trustees were responsible for maintaining church formed a Frauenverein ¢« 1 | AT 80 CcOl OPQs
property. o S o were: president, Mrs. Katherine Wolfart; secretary,

) O xAO Al Ol AOI | 0 A O OXiilémina @éckndan; 6 Gandi tEehsarérO M. Ahha
Glastonbury that we have the first recorded confir- Kiedaisch, succeeded by Martha Ulbert. These offi-
mation class. cers served for many years. Regular meetings were

In July 1900 Pastor Ottman left to accept a held on Sunday afternoons in the church following a
call to New Haven. On July 29 a call was extended toOx 1T 1 8 Al T AE xI OOEED OAOOEAAS
Rev. Henry Beckman of New York City to become pas-the group apparently was fundraising. One means
tor to the 44 communicant members of St. Mark e was an annual pork and sauerkraut dinner, which the
salary of $15 per month He, too, served Zion Man- ladies prepared from ingredients donated by local

The next year, 1903, gave us the first re-

AEAOOAOS "1 AOOT T AOOUG O BrienaritsA digkétd wer@ Boldi for abAud $11p maoBe
Building A Church was donated to the congregation for various pur-
) O xAO AOGOEI G 0AOOT O PORRENOUCKRRS *Pdé%o‘ggg xE K-

ard debt retirement an er was

at St. Mark that a first sanctuary was built. Search for
a site began September 9, 1900, with the appoint-
ment of Otto Behrendt, August Noch, and Conrad
Wolfart as a search committee. Land was purchased
on Grove Street where Grove now intersects with
New London Turnpike.

One wonders from whence came the money
for the purchase, as the first quarterly financial report

purchased for the sanctuary. Another prolect of the
Frauenverein was to keep the church cleaned. Until
1947, one member each month took this responsibil-
ity.
On November 1, 1906, a choir was organized.
At about the same time, the Wolfarts donated an or-
CAT 8 ITA T £ "1 A0GOTTAOOUBO C
became the first organist. In spite of the fact that he

*She was 82 in November, 1960, and had been confirmed by Pastor Horst.



played with but one finger, he was paid a dollar per many, these were important social events. Atten-
week and kept his position for many years. Later or- dance was frequently so great that many people had
ganists, in order of service, were Helena Behrendt, to stand throughout the services.

Martha Hoff, Dorothy E. Kamm, Marion Erden, Ken Up to this time, St. Mark had been an inde-
dall Hayward, Sandra Windsor, Gretchen Hill, Bryan pendent Lutheran Church. On September 15, 1906,
Leone, Eugenia Hamisevich, Anna Rayburn, DonnaSt. Mark was admitted into membership in the East-
Murphy, and Linda (Conway) Hilliard. The organist ern (later Atlantic) District of the Evangelical Lu-
has usually also been the choir director. theran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and other states.
1910 - Youth Group Organized This asso_c!ation was mair_ltained until 1977.

/T . TOAIAAO poh pwpmh A 84 EOMGRIPIHIAR FLLOraiedour
ciety (later known as the Walther League) was times each year. By 1908 this had been increased to
formed with twenty -two members. A popular social SX times annually.  To commune, one had to have
activity was a sleigh ride to a neighboring Lutheran Previously registered by filling out a card and having
church where the Walther League of the host church AT T EAOOAA . TAGO O ET O EI
would provide refreshments and entertainment. The pastor on the precedmg Thursday_, Friday, or Satur-
entertainment was usually a songfest or a play, most 98- Communion was served, using a common cup,
often a comedy. The group was also involved in fund- first to men and then to women. Children were not
raising. In 1917, for example, they donated a clock @llowed to approach the altar rail.

P (

and an altar Bible to St. Mark.

It is unclear when a Sunday School was first
organized. The 1905 annual report mentions that 3
children were enrolled in Sunday School. The 1909
report mentions a Sunday School income of $22.63.
Further, the records report that new Sunday School
guarters were dedicated August 4, 1912. The first
classes were held there, in the church basement, on
November 25, 1912, with sixteen children present.
Apparently each class grouped itself around a table
for lessons, all in one large room. Sunday School in-
come was directed by a superintendent appointed for
an indefinite term by the pastor. One of the early
teachers was Helen Behrendt, who taught for over 40

years.

/T *O01TA pth pwmnmeh A
with six children. They studied Bible, geography, the
Catechism, and German each Thursday morning from
9 a.m. until noon. On April 15, 1911, a regular Satur-
day class was organized. Henry Grupe of Rockville
taught German to 30 children. The children needed
to know the language as Sunday School classes, wor
ship services, and confirmation classes were con-
ducted in German. All church records were also kept
in German.

St. Mark held its first annual Missionfest on
September 1, 1905, with Pastor Kavasch as guest
speaker. A mission fest consisted of a worship ser-
vice with a special speaker, and often special music,
and was usually held in the afternoon, followed by a
dinner prepared by the Frauenverein. Sometimes an
additional service was held after dinner. Neighboring
churches were invited to attend and an offering was
taken for the benefit of missions of the church. Two
hundred dollars was collected for this purpose at the
first mission fest. These were held regularly at St.
Mark for many years. The last one mentioned in
church records was held in November 1953. For

89

One member, Anna Klinger, announced at a
Frauenverein meeting that she planned to go for-

3 ward for communion right behind her husband at

the next communion service. She did, though she
did not make her husband aware of this decision
beforehand-- and Pastor Beckman did serve her. At
the next communion service, three more women

went forward with their husbands to commune.

Thus, the practice of communing men and women
separately was ended at St. Mark.

Another practice in these early years was for
only church Board members to greet visitors at ser-
vices. Mrs. Klinger thought this a silly policy and
began personally welcoming visitors to St. Mark.

In the early years, confirmation was usually
dionPam Rupday. Sangiajes werg ghieneep oral
examination on, OEAOG O 31 MByithepagt AOAAE |
tor before the assembled congregation. Questions
could also be asked of candidates by those assem-
bled. Confirmands were usually about 14 years old,
as they are today. However, the oldest person con-
firmed at St. Mark was Ella Hausmann, confirmed in

1935, at age 73. Pastor Beckman regularly visited
members of his confirmation classes, one each week,
staying for supper with the family.

The first annual church picnic at St. Mark
xAO 11T *O0lU oh pwnwh AO OEA
are still held, sometimes after worship in the court-
yard behind the sanctuary on a Sunday in June.
Many picnics have been held at JB Williams Park,
often on Rally Day in September.

In November 1914 Pastor Beckman ac-
cepted a call to a church in Secaucus, New Jersey. In
January 1915 Rev. W.C. Schmidt was called to the
pastorate of St. Mark, preaching his first sermon on
January 17. Pastor Schmidt also served Zion Man-
chester, as had previous pastors.



Membership had grown to 205. Pastor vice. Rev. John Kavasch, Christ Hartford, preached
3AEI EAO OOCCAOOAA OEAO Odadthe Lhrist CAukIChdY EBdng undemi® difedidnO A
building lots in a more suitable locality for the erec- of Christian Recknagel.

OEIT 1T&£# A TAx AEOOAES8H ( A TEeOdovipde@® AhirchAcost ISR A&00 Eflr- T 1
Main Street, but land there was considered quite ex- nished. A bell for the steeple was donated by Wil-

pensive. Therefore, nothing was done about expan- liams Brothers, silverware
sion during his stay at St. Mark. manufacturers in Glaston- :

Pastor Schmidt accepted a call to a church in bury. In 1930 a pipe organf ™ g
Jamaica, Long Island, NY, on September 15, 1920. Hevas given by Immanuel Luf
stayed at St. Mark until a new pastor could be called, theran Church, Bristol. It was ¥
finally resigning October 31, to be succeeded by Rev.overhauled at a cost of
Hugo F. R. Stechholz of Patterson, NJ. He was in$485.44 and used until 197 S -

OO0AT T AA AO 308 -AOEB8O b ABOIvas sbldfor$A A A | AAo v h pwcth

with Rev. A.C. Steiger officiating, assisted by Rev. P. W

VonSchenk. Pastor Stechholz, too, served Zion Man- OXE @@I--Sh Language Usage Grows

chester, habitually walking back and forth from St P E AG AlLT COA CA OET T Al -

Mark to' Zion along Keeney Street. A physical fitneés pwondO EO BIOOEAIA AU AgATEI
' Announcement Books, kept in German for German

enthusiast, he also was known to walk into Hartford language services and in English for Englislanguage

Eﬁevsgcﬂqgmﬁgrshlﬂrézetohgzpsﬁ:r:hereegértc?sgzsvr\]/h(i)llét services. These were kept so that announcements
&p could be made to the congregation of upcoming

the congregation labored through very long Bach events or special concerns for the pastor. Sunday

hymns. : X .
. bulletins, as used today, were not a practice until Pas-
On June 28, 1925, St. Mark celebrated its 25th tor Blake came.

Sittion wa ratfied. Former pastors Beckman and ; « 5 *EAOA AT TEO OBl x Al AAOCE
' AT A Ui 61 ¢ PAT I A6O OiI AEAOUR .

Schmidt were featured speakers Rev. Beckman &GAAAOAGETT 1 £ %OAl CAI EAAI )
I[?1reEe:1c§;1lI(=,\s?1a sermon in German and Rev. Schmidt, oneholdlng regular meetings.

Devotional pamphlets, tracts, and religious
L U @ ®Ne® Church Built on Griswold Street newspapers, sometimes available in both English and
A new, larger house of worship for St. Mark German, seem to have been important to congrega-
xAO AOAAOAA ET pwgus /1 tign@ G@f¢. AThe€y were distripute@ after servicasdor 1 1 O 1
Griswold Street was purchased for $41,250 from Jo- were received by individual subscription. In the lat-
sephine A. Griswold. At about the same time, the ter case, subscribers were urged by the pastor to
church building on Grove Street was sold to a Ukrain- share them with others. A regular monthly newspa-
ian Orthodox congregation for $4,200. This building per subscribed to by many was theAtlantic Bulletin,
still stands and is used by the same congregation to- which was informative about mission work of the

day. -EOOI OOE 3UTTAB80O ! 01 AT OEA S$E
Emil Klinger dug the foundation for the new periodical was theLutheran Witness 3 o
building with a team of horses and a hand scoop /1 &AAODOAOU pwh pwooh OE

shovel. Building plans were drawn by Mr. Klinger celebrated its 30th anniversary. Later that year, on
and Pastor Stechholz. The church was built by Carl April 19, 1933, Palm Sunday, a reunion service was
Dean and Howard Fladd. held for all who had been confirmed at St. Mark. Of

On November 8, 1925, the cornerstone, con- 199 total membership, 81 were present. (From these
taining a communion cup, was laid. Rev. G.A. Derwignumbers we realize that we are missing the names of
preached at the ceremony. On May 16, 1926, thesome 30 St. Mark Confirmands). From the first class
new church was dedicated. Three services were held. in 1886, one for which we no longer have any record,
The morning service was conducted in German with two were present: Wilhelm Hausmann and Anna
Professor Stein, a former pastor, preaching. Special Kiedaisch (Mrs. Paul Kasche). Two years later on
music was provided by Martha Hoff playing organ, September 29, 1935, St. Mark observed its 50th anni-
and Elsa Behrendt playing a violin solo. The after- OAOOA O U h OOET ¢ OEA puyywu AAOA
noon English service had the Rev. G. A. Derwig, On May 17, 1936, the tenth anniversary of
preaching and special music provided by Henry A. dedication of the new church was observed with a
Hausmann on cornet, Fred W. Hausmann on drum, German service at 11 a.m. , at which Pastor Stechholz
and Raymond H. Hausmann on violin. The third ser- preached, and an English service at 3:30 p.m. at which
vice, that evening, was also an Englisanguage ser- Rev. John Mohrmann preached. The Ladies Aid Soci-

ety served both a dinner and a supper. Later that



same year, there was a terrible flood which affected a full-time pastor. All previous pastors had also served
number of the members of St. Mark. These flood vic- other congregations as well as St. Mark.
tims were offered assistance by sister Lutheran con- Under Pastor Blake the change to the English
gregations in New London, CT, and Westerly, RI. language was completed. All services were in English
Also during 1936, envelopes for monthly of- except for one held once each month for the benefit
ferings and envelopes for quarterly mission offerings of elderly members more comfortable with the Ger-
were distributed to all member families. A curious man language. Within a few years, these, too, were
AT OoU ET 0AOOI O 3O0AAEET I distddtinded. 1 ForGfie Aidtitilhé & cHurch récord&l O
January 8,1936,wa® $ OAO AOA DAUAAWweke keptiin E@QISR EET Al Z
AEAI O A Be@idniddh i0 1L 8BH, the system of As the church did not own a parsonage, Pas-
weekly envelopes, in practice today, was instituted. tor Blake at first lived in a room on Maple Street in
Other than offerings, a source of income for East Hartford and took meals in the homes of parish-
the church during these Depression years was bonds. ioners. His monthly salary was a grand $25!
These were loans at the rate of interest agreeable to YT pwto OEA AT 1T COACAOQEITI
the lending member and the congregation as bor- comnéd 11O 11 ' OEOxI 1 A 300AAOD
rower. But money was usually needed to pay other $750. August Kuehn of West Hartford contracted to
loans due or to meet urgent, necessary expenses.build a parsonage on this lot. This house at 57 Gris-
Missions supported by St. Mark during this wold Street was sold in 1962 after the present par-
era were the Lutheran Hospital in Brooklyn, the Or- sonage adjacent to the church was purchased.

phan Home of West Roxbury, MA, the Detroit Deaf When Pastor Stechholz served St. Mark he
Mute Institute, the Lutheran Hour, and construction had preferred candlelight. Consequently, electric
of a chapel at Concordia College in Bronxville, NY. lights were not installed until after his resignation

Controversy had begun over the almost ex- when a contribution from a Mrs. Black of Naubuc
clusive use of the German language at St. Mark, as itAvenue provided the means.

had in other Missouri Synod churches. In1903Eng- ' O A O1 OA060 1 AAOQET ¢ * AT (
| EOE OAOOEAAOG EAA AAAT Ae©lbwedpiedident 61 hédongrédation, spdkddbdut O
AT AT A 11T AAAT O1T O 1T &£ Ol 1 theinge®ioria Aodérm Haahig SySténgand indebEidi-A O E /

changed and the ladies led when in 1920 the name of lets. It was decided to raise the necessary funds by
the Frauenverein was changed to the Ladies Aid Soci- producing a minstrel show, as it had been done suc-
ety and English became its official language. Martha cessfully in 1941. On April 22 and 23, 1947, a second
Hoff became the first secretary of a women's group at minstrel show with Mr. Lowe as director was held at
St. Mark to keep records in English. Naubuc School for selbut crowds. Ever with an eye
But the change to English was slow and grad- to increasing profits, Pastor Blake went through the
ual. On May 19, 1938, the congregation voted to have audience selling refreshments. Toward this end, also,
a seminary student preach in English every second Richard Hollister prepared a program containing paid
Sunday of the month. This began June 12, when anadvertising. Proceeds from these endeavors were
English service at St. Mark was led by Walter Litke. more than enough to pay for the work which was
Pastor Stechholz, too, sometimes preached in English done that fall.
but preferred German. On July 3, 1938, voters au- As in the early days, the electorate was still
thorized rewriting the church constitution in English. OAOAOAIT U 1 Ei EOAAS 10 A OUDE,
This constitution was ratified in 1939 and St. Mark for instance, matters were decided by eight male vot-
was, for the first time, a completely separate parish ers.
from Zion Manchester. Communicant membership These meetings were normally held in Janu-
was about 112. ary, April, July and October. Additional meetings
On October 10, 1940, Pastor Stechholz, in ill were called when necessary. At the regular meetings
health, resigned as pastor of St. Mark to devote him- candidates for the Board of Deacons were nominated
self to Zion Manchester and a new responsibility, Re- and elected, salaries were set, purchases were ap-
deemer Lutheran in Lebanon, CT. His last sermon atproved, delegates to conventions were elected, and
St. Mark was preached on December 8, 1940. He diedcommittees were appointed.
two years later. 4EA ATl OAOU O1 OA0OO8 |1 AAOHE
v O W T ThFirst Full-time Pastor is Called to be the largest of the year. It was he!d at church on
and a Parsonage Built E. Stﬁnollaé/_ afterpr:l(t)r(])n, p;]r?rc];ede(:l'”bg g dlnnetr prepared
Rev. Karl E. Blake of Holyoke, MA, was in- y the 1acies. ough fhey Stll had no vote, women

did attend. At a typical meeting on January 17, 1954,
stalled as pastor of St. Mark by Rev. George Meyer on I yb! ng Hary

SAAAIARG puh potms  0AOGOILES G IREes B XY L6 e o0



In 1940, the Ladies Aid Society had joined the
71T AT80 -EOOEITAOU
theran ChurchMissouri Synod, and had changed its
TAiT A O OEA O0OOEOAEIIT A 0
they were active with annual banquets, Monte Carlo
Whist nights, Christmas Parties, and sewing and knit-
ting clothing and blankets as well as staging clothing
drives for Lutheran World Relief. In 1947 contribu-
OEITTO xAOA AOI pBPAA ET OI
the church, apparently in support of a family in Ger-
i ATu xeii OEA 7AI OEAO

The Walther League, for the youth of St. Mark,
continued to thrive throughout the forties and fifties.
They participated in a bowling league after which the
group would return to church for refreshments plus
ping pong, bridge, or piano playing and singing. They
also played in a softball league organized in 1947. In
addition they sang in the Choral Union, a choir com-
posed of youth from Lutheran churches in the Hart-
ford area. Rehearsals were regularly scheduled fol-
lowed by performances in churches throughout cen-
tral Connecticut. Walther League also had Halloween
parties and an annual Memorial Day picnic. Funds
were raised by having car washes, and by selling
Christmas cards.

Evidently St. Mark continued to have financial
crises from time to time, all through the forties and
fifties, as evidenced by many references to loans from
members. These were sometimes secured by bonds,
and at least once, by a mortgage on the parsonage.

L U w EKp€lis on Community and Children

On January 20, 1952, a chapter of the Lu-
theran Laymen's League was formed at St. Mark. The
purposes of the LLL were evangelism and fellowship.
They fulfilled these by helping sponsofThe Lutheran
Hour on radio, providing funds for seminary students
through the Valparaiso University Scholarship Foun-
dation, and sponsoring (sometimes in cooperation
with neighboring chapters) retreats, dinners, a bowl-
ing league, picnics and seminars. An example of the
1 AOOAO EO O02AAA
ary 22, 1957, in Bristol.

During his pastorate here, Rev. Blake was

, A A C O Auperideadent, At @dpdinted Bylthe ipaktorGde An

2A1 AGET T O

, OOEAOG 0O 31 dslwkll as’Bhi® defsésETOd
, 0Z

indefinite and usually long term, was charged with

thd rdsponsibility4of dderh§ Bdtedals, kéepidg ap wt 6 C

tendance records, managing funds, and organizing
AAAE UAAOB8O DOI COAI 8
perintendent has much the same duties.

A Cradle Roll was established December 23,

A94D) Wite® dotes agpiov@d Bripvatid of @ Brfall OA A O

room in the church basement for that purpose; in-
fénts @& d tended\ By volindedrs \EhieAhki8 garents
attended worship services, as is done today in what
xA 1717 x OAOIi OEA O1 OOOAOUS8SHG

An outgrowth of the Cradle Roll organization
was establishment of a lending library for church
members. It began on October 7, 1951, under the
leadership of Mrs. Wilbur Trombley. Initially, four
books were available:Evolution, The Story of Luther
Jehovah's Witnesseapd! # EEI A3 0 ' AOAAI
ries. Books could be borrowed for two weeks at a
time.

On March 24, 1950, a committee consisting of
chairman Maurice Lowe, Wilbur Trombley, William
Brusick, and Pastor Blake, was appointed to revise
the church constitution. A conservative one not sig-
nificantly different from the 1939 constitution, which
in turn was much like the 1900 one, was ratified at a
01 OA0O6 [ AAGET C 11 ! POEI
until 1968 that this document would be completely
modernized, expanding the electorate to include
women. And not until 1980 did women attain equal-
ity with men under the church constitution.

On September 23, 1951, voters gave permis-
sion for Hockanum Methodist Church of East Hartford
to use the facilities at St. Mark for services while their
new sanctuary was under construction. In apprecia-
tion they donated a set of two brass offering plates to
St. Mark on Easter Sunday, April 13, 1952. These are
I AAAGET T AT T U OOAA OI
silver offering plates when a large crowd is expected.
- £ ~0n Aptil19, 1953, S=apPro he, for
ma'[ioAnI o']l‘ga \%(‘:Ea't%on it%edgcg:%)gla 8olt SF.B%\LH?.‘ T

VBS met during two weeks in June, Monday through
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enrollment swelled with an influx of children of non
member families.

As at the Grove Street church, Sunday School
met in the basement, which was not divided into
separate classrooms.
began its year with a September Rally Day when chil-
dren were promoted to the next class and families
AT A EAOEAT AO xAOA EIT OEOAA
classes began each Sunday at 9 a.m. and lasted for a
hour. Memory work was stressed, and included

Then, as now, Sunday School

In 1953 St. Mark had a weekday morning kin-
dergarten school for children ages three to five. The
children were not all members of St. Mark.

In May 1953 Priscilla Guild celebrated its
nOE !'TT EOAOOAOL
By the fifties a steadily growing congregation
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rf1ormed consisting of Pastor Blake, Donald Laitiner,
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Henry Kamm, and Henry Schroeder. They were Blake in the summer of 1961 accepted a call to Re-
charged with researching property to purchase for deemer Lutheran Church in Lebanon, CT. His resig-
expansion. Moving the church to an entirely different nation from the pastorate of St. Mark was accepted by
location, to the corner of Prospect and Griswold the congregation on August 17, 1961, the motion hav-
Streets, or to a lot on Hubbard Street, was discussed. ing been made and seconded by women! His final
Instead, on June 26, 1960, St. Mark purchased an ad- sermon was preached on September 10, though he
jacent lot on Griswold Street from Walter and Marian  continued to fulfill other pastoral duties until the end
Schmidt for $2500. That November 11, a lot adjacent of the month.

to the first was purchased for $32,000 from Carl and During the ensuing pastoral vacancy, duties
Caroline Zirchenbach at 87 Griswold Street; it held a at St. Mark were performed by Rev. Martin Duchow,
two-story brick dwelling. Financing was by a mort-  assisted by several other area Lutheran pastors.

gage loan from Glastonbury Bank and Trust with Ed- ! #EEI AOAT 80 #EITEO xAO
ward Dickau, Sr., Henry Kamm, George F. Fyler, Jr.,during this interim period. Organizers and directors
and Kendall P. Hayward as guarantors. This was re- were Kendall P. Hayward and Anne Komm. Sixteen
paid January 13, 1967. Additional financing was by a children were members. Their first performance was
second mortgage held by the Zirchenbachs, which at the Christmas Eve service in 1961.

was repaid March 14, 1962, four years before it was St. Mark voters agreed unanimously on No-
due. vember 15, 1961, to extend a call to Rev. Joseph
LU T\Fdmen's Rights Hakes of Zion, Hopkins, MN, to become its pastor at

an annual salary of $5,000. Pastor Hakes accepted
and was installed on January 28, 1962, by Rev. Karl
Graesser, President of the Lutheran Churellissouri
Synod Atlantic District.
Renovation work on the new parsonage was
AT i bl AGAA ET OEI A A O 0AOOI
tonbury with his family. The old parsonage was sold
for $20,000 on February 13, 1962.

In the meantime, St. Mark had celebrated its
75th Anniversary with a series of three special ser-
vices on May 8, 15, and 22, 1960. Pastor Blake
preached at the first two and Rev. Louis Meyer, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of Stewardship and Evangelism for
the Atlantic District of the Lutheran ChurchMissouri
Synod, preached at the third service. A commemora-

tive booklet was printed by an Anniversary Commit- Pastor Hakes dropped the requirement to

tee: Donald Bidwell, Chairman; George Fyler, St attend registering before partaking of Communion
Helen Behrendt; Bertha Becher; George Fyler, Jr.; Mi- 1d reg 9 P g o ,
and instituted an Easter Eve worship service in addi-

lan Macko, and Pastor Blake. At the time St. Mark had .

170 communicant members with 130 children and 15 2&02 g)Etrg)%ei trz%mona;}ly'/& PEJeIF? on (X]ZStma; fxeo 50
teachers on the Sunday School roll. '

In 1960 the congregation pledged $3 per Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Ascension and

member for the ensuing five years in support of the Thanksgiving. At this same time old hymnals no

Lutheran Chapel of the University of Connecticut in I TGAO OOAA xAOA CEOAI Ol 0
Storrs. Coventry.

In August 1961 the name of St. Mark was le- 51 AAO 0AOOI O (AEAOGS 1 AAA

. tinued to grow and prosper. In 1962 $3,400 out of a
%ﬂ:}/rcﬁ r(])?rglzgtoaoburs; Cl\cflsrrlzcti\llf':ngehcal Lutheran $20,000 budget was sent to the Churcht-Large and

16 A O OAGOSE | AAGEIT C ‘?”Bg”?ésf \;:I”h% m?g"nlr;om therehwsg%glggy
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men and three women was appointed to address the dance averaged 98.

: On February 28, 1967, Rev. Hakes died sud-
concerns, although Pastor Blake opposed the idea.

The committee members were Lynn Irvine, Richard denly. The congregation quickly responded with aid

. and comfort for his widow and four children. On
Hollister, Edward Schoenrock, Bertha Drause, Ruth CAOAE U EO xAO O OAA Of 5D A
Steiner, and Barbara Aas. Progress was slow, and as;

has been previously noted, women were not allowed Ioﬁ : g E TI éE STE A OiE 2 Oé Aggloiélo\ Oi g - o
to vote until 1968. ¢ °

dren relocated to Buffalo, New York, that summer.
St. Mark now owned two houses, the parson- . )
. . For the eighteen months St. Mark remained
age and the brick house on the newly acquired . .
; . without a pastor, Fred Kamm and Gene Hall, as presi-
Zirchenbach property. The congregation chose to

keep the house at 87 Griswold Street as a parsonage dents of the congregation, assumed the reins of lead-

. ership. Rev. William Ruppar, Chaplain of the Con-
and to sell the parsonage in use by Pastor Blake and . o -
. ; ) e . ; necticut Veterans Hospital in Rocky Hill; Rev. Walter
his family. Dissatisfied with this arrangement, Pastor



Abel; and Pastor Bruce Rudolph from Trinity Rock- In January 1969, Priscilla Guild donated $20
ville fulfilled pastoral duties here. to modernize the library. Members of the church do-

After several calls to the pastorate of St. Mark nated books so that by April, seventgfwo volumes
were declined by others, Rev. Thomas J. Windsor ac- had been received. Merlin and Bertha Christianson,
cepted. Rev. Windsor, a recent seminary graduate, x EQOE 1T OEAOOS6 EAI bh AQOEI O
had served on an interim basis parishes in Vestal, NY; books and audiovisual materials for Sunday School.
Anchorage, AK; and Forest Park, IL. His ordination on The librarians were Bertha Christianson and Sharon
June 9 in Buffalo, NY, was attended by St. Mark Presi- Hess. In the ensuing years, the Book Nook grew to
dent Gene Hall and his wife Pat. He was installed as contain over 650 volumes. Mrs. Christianson contin-
pastor of St. Mark on June 30, 1968, by Rev. Wilhelm ued her involvement until her resignation as librarian
H. Wilkins. Pastor Windsor was newly wed. He and in September 1981. At that time, Louise Sansing took
Sandra (Zipperian) had been married April 6. over these responsibilities.

0AOOT O 7ET AOTI 060 AEOOO O iKéndad Beiviaid wio séivlkdal orgamsOand

to rewrite the church constitution with the aid of
commentary from the Church Board. The modern-
ized constitution was ratified in the fall of 1968. That
August, the name of the congregation was officially
changed to The Lutheran Church of St. Mark at Glas-
tonbury, Connecticut, Inc.

Women could finally vote at St. Mark! They
were not, however, allowed to serve on councils or as
deacons. The new constitution divided church ad-
ministration into five councils, each headed by a dea-
con. Councils were Fellowship, Financial, Education,
Evangelism and Worship. The office of president was
retained. Deacons were elected for staggered two
year terms at annual June elections.

Pastor Windsor also added Folk Masses with
guitar accompaniment to the worship schedule. An
Epiphany Service was also added. There was in-
creased emphasis on lay involvement in worship
leadership. During Advent 1970, lay assistants began
serving communion. In 1964, when Rev. Hakes was
pastor, laymen had begun to read the Scripture Les-
sons at services. At first these lay participants were
only chosen from among the five deacons. Commun-
ion was served every Sunday.

The Sunday School began using a new cur-
riculum, Mission Life Serieslt was a multimedia ap-
proach to Bible study, social concerns and Christian
ethics.

Bible Study was organized for women each
Tuesday morning and all adults each Friday evening.
4EA coOl 6O 1 AO EI

Other initiatives during the Windsor years
were a tape cassette ministry to shuins and a tele-
phone ministry called Diata-Devotion. In September
1968, Altar Guild was reorganized with Arlene Lowe
as chairman. The Messenge(the name being a result
of a congregational contest), a monthly newsletter
still in existence, began with Sharon Hess and Doris
Andreoli as editors. Its first issue was January 1969.

0AOOI O
1969 gave the Eternal Light, which hangs in the pre-
sent church, as their gift to the church.

OAOET OO0

choir director from 1947-1969, resigned, and became

the organist at Redeemer in Lebanon, CT. From 1967
to 1969, Mr. Hayward was assisted by Fred Webster
as choir director.

3AT AOA 7ET AOT Oh DAOOI
position of organist and choir director. The choir was
then composed of about a dozen selected members
who performed elaborate chorales. These were
sometimes accompanied by brasses and tympani. A
folk choir of young people was also organized.

The first son of this congregation to enter the
full-time ministry was ordained at St. Mark, August
12, 1972. He was George Francis Fyler, lll, confirmed
at St. Mark, June 9, 1957. He is a graduate of Concor-
dia Seminary and is married to the former Louise
Hakes.

On September 3, 1970, the Priscilla Guild,
xEEAE EAA OAOGECT AA £EOII
League, reorganized as Women of St. Mark. Nine
women were elected to a steering committee to
OAAOGAT T P OAOET OO AOAAO 1 & #E
were: Gloria Kukla, Doris Andreoli, Kathy Poselenzny,

Sharon Hess, Ruth Pickhardt, Edith Bostelman, Carol
Schwab, Nancy Bauer, and Marge Anderson.

The first project of the Women of St. Mark
was a Christmas social, December 3, 1970, at which
baked goods and handicrafts were auctioned. The
proceeds were given to clothe a child at the Lutheran
School for the Deaf in West Hartford and toward the
Lutheran Church of the Deaf Summer Camp Program.

i AR Kigherdan pragraimAodl8y outreach to the
unchurched, began in January 1969. Organized by
Dave Anderson and Rev. Paul Kaiser, it consisted of
24 members who visited newcomers and invited
them to church. By March, 13 new families totaling
45 people had joined St. Mark as a result of this out-
reach! By 1971 average church attendance had grown
to 170 worshippers per service, necessitating two
services each Sunday. Membership grew to 500 with

OEA
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Facilities had been outgrown. Classroom

space had to be rented at Naubuc School across the



street from the church to accommodate the overflow

from Sunday School and adult Bible classes. A build-

ing committee, organized in 1968, was working to-
ward solving the problem. Members were Ernest

ing was converted for use as a parish hall and Sunday
School facility.

On April 9, 1972, the new building was dedi-
cated. Participating in the leadership of the 10:30

Gagno, Edward Komm, Raymond Poselenzny, William a.m. service were Rev. Victor Albers, Rev. Elmer
Raabe, James Schraffenberger, Eugene Hall, and Ed-Dreyer, and Pastor Windsor. Special music was pro-

ward Ingbretsen. A building program was launched
on October 5, 1969, at a congregational dinner at

Naubuc School. Edmund Van Dyke Cox was selectedplaying trumpet. A 3:30 p.m

as architect. His proposed design for educational,
administrative, and worship facilities was shown to

the congregation on June 9, 1970, and approved on Blake and Pastor Windsor. /A=
June 15. A fund drive began July 12. A more detailed choir from the Cheshire Lu-

design was approved October 5 and construction bids
were sought.
were approved by the congrega-
tion. On June 27 ground was brc
ken for the construction of a con-
temporary styled sanctuary adja-
cent to the 1925 building. On Au
gust 29, financing was approve(
and St. Mark received a construc

vided by Mrs. Windsor at the
organ and Edwin DeGroa

service was led by Rev. Robe
Riedel, former Pastor Karl

theran Church provided special music under the di-

On March 21, 1971, completed plans rection of Rev. Louis G. Neuchterlein.

By 1975 St. Mark had a membership of 311
communing members and 481 baptized members.
Worship attendance averaged 200. Sunday School
EAA pcy OOOAAT OOs8 4EA AEOC
over $30,000.

On May 18, 1975, Pastor Windsor informed
the congregation that he had accepted a call to Re-

tion loan of $195,400. A.J. Pepin and Son was the con-deemer Lutheran Church in San Diego, CA. Pastor

tractor chosen. On October 24, members approved
designs for church furnishings, organ, and stained
glass windows. Costs for furnishing were $23,000.
The nine stained glass windows were de-
signed for St. Mark by Willet Studios of Philadelphia
and were called Revelation Windows. Made of fac-
eted glass, they are spaced randomly in the north wall
and diffuse the morning light through a variety of rich
colors. The clerestory windows high above the altar
channel strong sunlight against the west wall through

and Mrs. Windsor were honored with a farewell din-
ner at Glastonbury Hills Country Club on June 11
Rev. Elmer Dreyer, from Christ Lutheran
Hartford, served as interim pastor and on the Call
#1 11 EOOAA AEOAO 0AOOT O 7ET A
tember 28, 1975, he was extended a call to the pas-
torate of St. Mark and was installed as such Novem-
ber 23 by Rev. Wilhelm Wilkens.
Gretchen Hill was selected to fill Sandra Win-
AOl 060 bPI OEOETIT AO 1T OCATEOO

clear glass. The net effect is a sense of the presence oftember 1975. Also in existence then was a folk choir

"TA AiT1T¢c (EO DPAI PI A8
in the windows are:
e '"TABO0 I AEAOOU OAOGAAI AA

"T A0 OI1T A AO AOAAOGI O 1
"1 A8 O
awesome to His people
e God revealed as lawgiver for His people
e '"TABO CI11TOU OAOGAAI AdonET
Jesus Christ in the representation of Virgin, Child
and Epiphany Star
e "1 ABO OAOAI AOGET I
crucifixion of His Son
e God revealed in the intimate love of the
family circle
e 4EA AOI xTETC CIT1T0OU 1
people...the resurrection of the Christ
On December 26, 1971, the old church was
deconsecrated and worship was moved to Naubuc
School cafeteria. The new church building was actu-
ally an addition to the northeast corner of the old
building, leaving that structure intact. The old build-

£
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Leaving the Missouri Synod

ET  Ofgehis wddd Aty within the Missouri
Ayndéabvfich AvérORimately ltoPatfebt! st. MdrO PheA A A C
1TAAAA PO EA Bonsénathe A A AT
with the election of Dr. Jacob Preus as its president.

The conservative leadership on January 20, 1974, had
suSdertied EDY. Bdh® Tidhidn Efresideht & Cofcbidia
Seminary, for teaching what they believed to be her-

esy. Virtually all the seminary students and faculty

I £ ( E O peldahnk Bd Semihdry irbExil (Serfirex). O this re-

gion, the Atlantic district had been split in 1973 into
the New England District, the New Jersey District, and
the Atlantic District with the hope that this could dif-

' Tudebtfe opbBstidnl th teEdorisentive hdwethent.

On March 16, 1974, the New England District re-
solved to support Seminex with a $200 contribution

from each congregation within the district; to ask

Synod to reevaluate decisions made at the New Or-
leans Convention and in St. Louis regarding Concor-
dia Seminary; and to ask that Missouri Synod
churches be allowed to extend calls to graduates and



vicars of Seminex. Days later, on March 23, 1974, the family, Ying and Yer Lee Moua and daughter Yami,

Missouri Synod Commission on Constitutional mat-
ters ruled Seminex graduates were not eligible for
calls to Missouri Synod churches, and those churches
who did extend such calls would forfeit Synod mem-
bership. On March 28, a special congregational meet-
ing of St. Mark was called to discuss the situation and
on April 17, Pastor Windsor sent a pastoral letter to
the membership addressing the issues. In September,
after Pastor Windsor had left Glastonbury, St. Mark
held two meetings to inform members of the issues.
Pastor Charles Kuhl of Zion Manchester presented
3UITTA8O PIETO T A& OEAxS8
the opposing view. St. Mark donated $200 to Seminex
in 1974.

In spite of efforts of a group calling them-
selves Evangelical Lutherans in Mission, who coordi-
nated financial support for Seminex and reconcilia-
tion efforts, division grew within the church-at-large.
Pastor Dreyer announced to Council on July 21, 1976,
that he would be withdrawing from the ministerial
roll of the Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod. This
forced St. Mark to take action, as a Synod church
could not be ministered by a norSynod pastor. St.
Mark resigned from the Lutheran ChurcHMissouri

Synod, effective June 15, 1977, ending an association

begun informally in 1889 and officially in 1906. The
resignation was the result of votes taken at two sepa-
rate meetings, May 11 and May 22, 1977. The congre-
gation, on May 11, elected not to become a part of the
Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches, the
church formed by many former MissouriSynod
churches and clergy, but rather to remain an inde-
pendent congregation. Pastor Dreyer joined AELC in
1977.

This independent status was temporary for
St. Mark. On April 26, 1978, an affiliation committee
comprising Liz Tarasewich, Don Orend, Fred Webster,
Ardra and Richard Kretzmer, John Gearhart, Kathy
Poselenzny and Paul Taff was appointed by the Board
of Deacons to consider whether or not to rejoin the
Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod or to join one of the
other Lutheran organizations. At a congregational
i AAGET ¢ 11T *AT OAOU cqwh p
was received and voters, by a twahirds majority,
chose affiliation with the AELC. On February 25, a
second vote confirmed the first. In a special service
September 23, 1979, AELC Auxiliary Bishop Cyril
Wismar presented to St. Mark its charter of member-
ship in the Association of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches.

Though St. Mark had been experiencing pain
and turmoil through these years, Christian ministry
had continued. The church sponsored, through Lu-
theran Immigration and Relief Services, a refugee

(S?(p%)ﬁ foIIngeAln t

who arrived in February 1977, and were settled into
an apartment in Hartford. This project was funded by
a combination of donations and the proceeds from
the Holiday Fair. Independent today, the family
moved down south.

4EA v006160

The question of equality for women in the life

I £ 308 -AOE xAO AETAITU OAOC
ministry here. In May 1976 the Board of Deacons

voted that girls as well as boys could serve as aco-

LB 6A o R oD RAAGT B OA A

dressed the congregation on the need for constitu-

tional amendment. Ron Strine, Robert Schmidt, and

John Davis were named as a Constitutional Revision
Committee. On March 16, 1980, St. Mark ratified a

i1 Ax Ai1 OOEOOOEI I AATTET C A& O
allowing them, for the first time, to hold church office.

| OEAO AEAT CAO ETAI OAAA OET Ac
the congregation) in decisionmaking, efficiency of
operation of congregational life, and clarity of lan-
COACAB8O 417 OEA "TAOA 1T &£ $A
Windsor constitution were added: Trustee Deacon,
two Deaconsat-large, a vice president, a secretary
and a treasurer.

At the first election of officers under this new
constitution April 27, 1980, Gloria Connery and Lois
Ott were selected as the first women ever to serve on
308 -AOEBO0 "1 AOA 1T £ $AAAII

In 1980 Project Inside-Out, chaired by Roy
Tapio and Alan Dresser, was begun to address the
need for renovation of the old church building. By
October 12 nearly $20,000 had been pledged by
members, and Robert Turner contracted to install
vinyl siding, new gutters and new storm windows on
the old building. The new building was painted as
well. Work was completed in January 1981 and a
special Thanksgiving Eucharist was held February 1,
with Rev. Rudolph P.F. Ressmeyer, Bishop of the East
Coast Synod of AELC and former president of the At-
lantic District of the LCMS, as guest preacher. A re-

eprlh |~ = A A e A
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was revitalized in October 1981 under the leadership
of Evangelism Deacon Gloria Connery.

Another program instituted at the same time
by Evangelism was the Shepherd program. Atten-
dance was taken at worship and those missing for a
xEET A xAOA AT 1 OAAOGAA AU A 0O
of a caring congregation to reach out to its own who
may have illness in the family or for other reasons
may need pastoral care or just friendly contact with
their church.

Begun then, too, was Neighborhood Watch, in
which names and addresses of new members of the

08



community are procured and a post card sent inviting
them to visit St. Mark.

In the mid-sixties, the Walther League had
ceased operation, and in spite of several attempts to
get one started, St. Mark was without a youth organi-
zation. On November 16, 1980, the Lutheran Youth
Fellowship for 7th, 8th, and 9th graders was formally
organized with Gloria Connery as advisor. A senior
division was added the following summer. Activities
included: picnics, skating, skiing, parties, retreats,
trips to fairs and amusement parks, participation in
the Lutheran Youth Congress, mowing the church
lawn, raking leaves each fall and participation in the
Holiday Fair of St. Mark. Fundraising projects in-
cluded car washes, candy sales, bake sales, rack
thons and paper collection drives. By 1985 this group
was going strong with 11 young people in the junior
division and 26 in the older group.

" OAOAEAT (E1180 1AOGO0
director at St. Mark was on Thanksgiving Day, 1981.
Nancy Laubsher became interim choir director with
Al Eker as interim organist until the following sum-
mer when Bryan A. Leone assumed the position of
Director of Music.

During 1981, the Education Council, headed
AU #EAOI AO 3AT OEI Ch
#1711 OTEIThO
LCMS. It recommended separating confirmation from
AT 6ou O1 OEA |1 OABO 4AAI
congregation, however, to retain the present practice
of admitting only confirmed members to Communion.
It is the practice of members to bring their young
children to the altar for a blessing during communion.
Some unconfirmed young people who transfer to St.
Mark from Lutheran congregations where they were
communicants do commune here.

In 1981, a Committee to Consider Congrega-
tional Concerns, headed by Don Orend, was formed to
OAOEAx O0AOOI O $0AUAOGO
pressions of concern voiced in a questionnaire sub-
mitted to members by this committee, Auxiliary
Bishop Wismar met with the congregation on Sep-
tember 9. An outgrowth of this meeting was the for-
mation of the PastorParish Committee charged with
acting to facilitate resolution of problems before they
grew. Members were Bob Hylander, Phyllis Oglesby,
and Ron Strine.

On December 30, 1981, Pastor Dreyer sub-
mitted his resignation, preaching his last sermon at
St. Mark on January 31, 1982. During this trying
time, St. Mark suffered a great loss of membership. In
early 1982, attendance at Sunday services had
dropped to about 80, but rose again to slightly more
than 100 by May.

The call process, which involved a seBtudy,
began when Auxiliary Bishop Wismar met with the

OOOAE
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congregation on February 7. The process involved
interviewing a number of candidates and then sub-
mitting their names to the congregation for selection

of whom to call as its pastor.

On June 13 names and histories of candidates
for call were presented to the congregation. On June
20 members voted to call Rev. John J. Marschhausen
of Our Savior Lutheran, Mineola, NY, to the pastorate
of The Lutheran Church of St. Mark at a salary of
$16,500 annually.

The parsonage was quickly refurbished and
Pastor Marschhausen, wife Dorothy, and children
Laura and John, arrived in Glastonbury in August
1982. He was officially installed as pastor here at a
4:30 p.m. special service on September 12, 1982. Li-
turgist and preacher at the installation was Rev. Ar-
thur Hawlicheck, retired pastor and member at St.
Matthew Lutheran in Avon, CT.

,Q,Qeq,c"p_@rﬁr@ AO 1T OCAT EOOTAET EO

St. Mark had dedicated for liturgical use the
Lutheran Book of Worship on August 22, 1982, and
began using Setting |, the contemporary setting for
worship. Its adoption the previous April 25 had fol-
lowed three years of discussion by the Worship Com-

mittee. The LBW had been.used a&a resource for the
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With a new pastor, new liturgy and hymn
book, and a new music director, St. Mark still had an
old, old problem--periodic financial crises, especially
in the aftermath of the loss of membership and the
pain of the early eighties. Over the years, as has been
mentioned, emergency funds were acquired by loans
from members or from the community, through vari-
ous public fundraising projects. One of the latter was
hol:% fair_held near the Christmas.season.. Budg-
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example, the 1982 budget was $59,577, but the 77
pledges received totaled only about $46,000. The
financial crunch was especially felt over the summer
when so many members were away. This usually ne-
cessitated a special collection to pay bills. For in-
stance, to cover the crisis of the summer of 1983, St.
- AOE EAA-AOI"KIIBDBGO6 xEAOA
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many outstanding bills.
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ministry was a renewed commitment to the missions
of the church outside the walls of St. Mark. In Novem-
ber 1982 St. Mark joined with all the other Lutheran
Synods in the U.S. in an appeal for funds to alleviate
world hunger. Small banks shaped like loaves of
AOAAAR O, 1 OA 1 AOAOhd xAOA Al
be filled and returned as an offering at Thanksgiving.
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The $238.84 collected was sent to Lutheran World
Relief for famine relief.

For the first time in a number of years, the
1983 budget included $1,000 as a line item for Serv-
ing Others. In November 1984 the Church Council
passed a resolution to increase the amount for Serv-
ing Others in each budget by 1%, until reaching 10%
of the total budget-- a tithe. In addition, monies of-
fered in Lenten SekDenial folders and Advent Dime
folders are designated for the missions of the church
at - large.

In 1982 the Sunday School began providing a
Thanksgiving meal for a needy East Hartford family.
Each class was responsible for providing a portion of
the meal with their donations. They had for many
years, with the help of the Women of St. Mark, do-
nated $100 to the Cromwell Home for children
around Christmas; and for many years collected
#Al PAAI 1680 O1 0P
Lutheran School for the Deaf in Detroit, MI.

New in 1984 was the Seasonal Sharing Pro-
ject coordinated by Debbie and Courtney Morrow.
Food, Christmas gifts, and money were donated by
members of St. Mark so that four families enjoyed a
happier Christmas than would have been the case.

Although St. Mark had not in the recent past
budgeted funds for benevolent purposes, members
were mindful of this responsibility. For example, in
1981, ten percent of Inside- Out funds received
through community fundraising efforts was given to

hosted by St. Mark for St. James and St. Luke. The dis-
cussion was led by Auxiliary Bishop Wismar of the
AELC and the Right Rev. Bradford Hastings, Bishop
Suffragan of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut.
The Eucharist was celebrated as a conclusion to the
evening.

An outgrowth of the discussion of the Lu-
theran-Episcopal Dialogue was that the people of St.
Mark were invited to attend the 6:45 a.m. Eucharist
at St. James each Wednesday during Lent in 1984 and
1985, and to share a light breakfast served by the la-
dies of St. James afterward. Pastor Marschhausen
was a participant in the leadership of the services.

The Women of St. Mark hosted a pan
Lutheran gathering October 11, 1983. It was a des-
sert-coffee fellowship and a celebration of the Eucha-
rist. Women attended from St. Paul in Wethersfield,
Zion in Portland, Faith in East Hartford, Concordia

I AAAT O OflandBnoriafu® @ MandnBsteE Brinith in ©erndi, and O E A

Bethlehem in East Hampton.

Pastor Marschhausen served on the AELC
New England Board of Directors and on the East
Coast Synod Council.

Another contact with other Lutherans was
through Aid Association for Lutherans. A branch of
AAL was formed at St. Mark in 1984. Members also
came from Zion, Concordia and Immanuel in Man-
chester, as well as Prince of Peace, Coventry. Dave
Rau was the AAL representative.

Christian Education at St. Mark then included

ABC (A Better Chance) House of Glastonbury, and to a weekday Bible study begun in 1983, a 7th and 8th
NET, a ministry of St. James Episcopal Church, which grade confirmation class, a Sunday Bible class for

provided emergency housing for troubled young peo-
ple. Women of St. Mark for many years supported
Lutheran World Relief. They made quilts, sweaters
(most of them knitted by Lillian Kamm), and layettes
for LWR. The women also sponsored an annual carol
sing for shutins and residents of Salmon Brook.

Ecumenism has long been practiced at St.
Mark. Lutheran Youth Fellowship belonged to Youth
of Glastonbury Churches, organized in 1984. LYF
participated in YGC New Games Tournament and held
A AAEA OAIT A ET 00ODPDPI 00 I
fund.

On March 4, 1983, Women of St. Mark hosted
a World Day of Prayer service of Church Women
51 EOAA8 )1
pated by taking part in the program and with their
attendance and offerings. St. Mark was represented
on the Founding Board of the Glastonbury Conference
of Churches.
hosted the community Thanksgiving Service.

Glastonbury Episcopalians and Lutherans
shared an evening discussing the Luthera&piscopal
Dialogue at a dessertoffee on the anniversary of
-AOOET , OOEA0O6O AEOOEAAL
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teens, the adult class already mentioned, a Word and
Witness study group began in 1983, and, of course,
the Sunday School. Sunday School students were ex-
pected to memorize Bible verses, names of the books
I £ OEA "EAIT Ah 4AT #7111 AT AT Al
I BT 001 A6d #OAAAR AT A |, OOEAOG
ter three. The number of students enrolled was 59.
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nounced April 4, 1984, that he would be leaving in
June to enter Lutheran Theological Southern Semi-
Aary O EnAhis 'briefAténd lad AUSIO tirectHi: Bel A AT 6 C
helped the congregation learn Setting | and Setting Il
of the LBW. He also led worshippers in learning to
chantthe Psalms. =~~~
Gloria Connery, began her studies at Trinity Lutheran
Seminary in June 1984.

Doris Andreoli acted as interim organist until

On Thanksgiving Eve 1984, St. Mark Eugenia Hamisevich was hired as organist and choir

AEOAAOTI O ET powyts -08 (AIEO
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organ. (What a far cry from that first organist who

played with one finger!) In addition to the parish
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choir, St. Mark again had a youth choir. It began re- Communion is symbolized by stalks of wheat
hearsals September 9, 1984, following worship. and a cup of wine. Baptism is shown by water along

Though St. Mark had a pictorial directory of the bottom, toward which the
EOO 1 AT AROOEED EIT OEA p wholydsSit, tie Guhite Abda LT As )
September 1984, pictures were taken and St. Mark descends. &; c ¥, 1
had a Centennial Pictorial Directory. The effort was The window on the[/ P °»
spearheaded by Phyllis Webster. OECEO OUIi AT 1 B4/ I OA

The Lutheran Church of St. Mark in its first AAAT I ET ¢ & AOLL/ | i OA EO
100 years came from being a Germaspeaking con- the open book. The Hol '
gregation in a rural, agricultural society, whose mem- # EE1 A EO EAIT A ET '1 A80O EAT A8
bers were almost totally of Lutheran background, to The Congregation, in October 1986, voted to
being an Englishspeaking congregation in suburbia separate preparation for Holy Communion from in-
with many members from various Christian tradi- struction for Confirmation so that young people who
tions. Communion, once served only four times a are deemed ready would be able to receive Commun-
year, was now celebrated every Sunday and at other ion without having been confirmed.
special_ﬁervicels. .Fei:nallt_a;c mefmﬁe_rs, ﬁncehallowe(}j1 OanyFaciIity and Land Issues
an auxiliary role in the life of their church, now ha One major change was made to the church

full and equal rights and responsibilities and played a facility in 1985: the parking lot was extended at a cost

role in all _facets of chur_ch life. Administration of of $21,828. In 1989 the parking lot was paved and
church affairs went from nine (the pastor, four corpo- lighting installed for a total cost of $18,912

rate officers, two trustees, and two deacons) in 1900 In late 1984 the Church was approached by

f:%r?nleirtttiincﬁgier mpea:ftc:ﬁ dfl\{\?voccr::gtr)r]rgte?s;ﬁ:rzr:)’ iSnIX two developers expressing an interest in purchasing a
1985 Communicani membership over the past 100 portion of the church property to the north. In early

: 1985 Ron Strine was asked to represent the Church in
years had grown from fewer than 30, to 353 by 1985. continuing discussions with John Sakon Development,
which was assembling a parcel in excess of ten acres
north of the church. After a number of meetings and
negotiations, the Congregation agreed on January 24,
1988, to the sale of approximately 1.6 acres at the
northern edge of the parking lot for $85,000. Thus
began a 25year effort to develop the tract of land,
which continues today.

A property record search in 1988, in connec-

tion with the 1.6 acre sale to Sakon, led to the discov-

. - at through several name change efforts and
CthCh 125th Year HIStorlcaI Up@atgﬁlings we mistakenly created two corporations.

4EA %OAT CAT EAAT , OOEAOAT 3AEI
CAOGA v06160 tonbury, Connecticut, was incorporated on September
4EA #1711 COA QAKa\edsasyOcelepratimn 9, 1902. On August 18, 1961, the name was changed to o
was held during May of 1985. Bishop Rudolph P. F3AEI O - AOEGO %OAI CAl EAA] , 00

Ressmeyer of the East Coast Synod, The AssociatioRury, Connecticut. On January 18, 1980, intending to
of Evangelical Lutheran Churches led the May 5 Cen-Change the name, a mistake was made and a second
tennial Service. The special guest was Harold Wim-incorporation was registered in the name of The Lu-
mer, Bishop of the New England Synod, The Lutherantheran Church qf Saint Mark, Glastonbury, Connecti-
Church in America. A Centennial Banquet was held atCut: On the advice of counsel, the Council proposed a
the Manchester Country Club, with guest speaker JOINt meeting |n_Apr|I 1989 of the two corporations to
Bishop Walter Martin, retired Auxiliary Bishop of the VOt€ t0 merge into one and change the name to The
East Coast Synod, for the Metropolitan New York Re-Lutheran Church of Saint Mark, Glastonbury, Con-
gion, ELCA. The total expenses for the Centenniaf€cticut. The filing evidencing the change occurred on
Celebration were $29,952, which included the cost of September 5, 1989.

gifts in celebration of the event. Two specially de- ELCA

signed stained glass windows by Willett Studios in In the mid-p wymd Oh OEA %OAT CAI E
Philadelphia were installed in the south wall of the Church in America (ELCA) was created by the merger
sanctuary. The smaller window on the left contains of the Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in
symbols of the sacraments of Communion and Baptism. America and the American Lutheran Church.



In October 1986 Church Council appointed
Audrey Raabe, Eleanor Jacobs, and Beverly Melvin to
a committee to review and compare our current con-
stitution with the model proposed by the ELCA.

The ELCA met in Portland, ME, in June 1987
and elected Robert L. Isakson as the first bishop thie
New England Synod. A new constitution and blaws for
the Synod were passed, along with a proposed budget
of $1.8 million. Proportional share per baptized mem-
ber was set at $12 to $20.

cessful initial Gift Campaign and Building Fund Cam-
paign, the congregation proceeded to build the 2,500
square foot educational wing in 1992. The construc-
tion financing was secured through Mechanics Sav-
ings Bank of Hartford. The longerm financing was
secured through Aid Association for Lutherans, Ap-
pleton, Wisconsin. The C.F.M. Construction Company
of Glastonbury (Charles F. Monseglio, President) was
General Contractor and Construction Manager. David
Cox of Glastonbury served as architect. The Building

In January 1988 the congregation became a Committee for St. Mark was chaired by Gary Steuber.
member of the New England Synod, ELCA. The con-The following served on the Building Committee:
gregation also became a part of the Greater Hartford Pastor John Marschhausen, Audrey Raabe, Karen
Conference of the New England Synod, and Pastor Cooke, John Ambrose, Raymond Frick, Donald Orend,
Marschhausen was elected the first Dean of the and Jennifer Steuber. The ground breaking was held
Greater Hartford Conference. The recommended in September 1992. Construction began in November
constitutional changes were formally accepted in July 1992 and was completed in June 1993 at a cost of
1989. $225,000. The building was formally dedicated on
Ministry September .12, 1993. _

308 -AOE AT OAOAA powx _xE K Isi Desgmpar Ay GlPI3.A meetig ghe
figure budget of $100,000. As the church continued Church Council brought the Educational Building Pro-
0i ¢Oi xh TAx ETEOEAOEOAO Ied 0@ @oseamiizpiaghorizaion to ordepfiegiey p A 0 7
ticipated in a television ministry program with St furniture for the lounge using money raised by the
0AO01 AT A &EOOO #EOOAE 1 ORABEOEADABOEBRPRA ORRI BADAE Al
ran for thirteen weeks. ignated Memorial Fund.

At the suggestion of Jan Frick, atag and bake _ ~ In 1993 through the efforts of Don Orend, a
sale was held in 1988 as a fundraiser to help defay Ol AAEOAOQOET T CAOAAT 6 xAO AOOAA
OTi A T £ OEA i E O tvedn tthe ¢hir¢h il Ah Bdudaideal byildig. TASHOAT O
raised $838. closed on three sides, and with its garden features,

In 1989 Judy Fuller was hired to work 15 provides a quiet, private setting for restful reflection.
hours per week as the Office Secretary.

~_ 0On June 10, 1987, Bryan Leone became the S_ta'fflng thzilnAgeAs = R PP N =1 . A= A
OART T A [ Ail AAO 1 /&£ 308 -AOESO &I OaA REAY QG gOE A El 8F
ary 7, 1990, Gloria Jean Connery became the third ©0FY, St. Mark was assigned a seminary intern to be
member of our church to be ordained shared with Faith Lutheran East Hartford. Vicar Hans

5 Y ' H ISchoenfeld started October 1, 1994, and
4EA v v Buitdiagdor the Future asperschoenteld stared on ctober an

In 1990 the Church G | nted q served until June 11, 1995.

n e Church Council appointed an a ;

i A @AlGh ol ATTelC 4111 toosdR BT BERETEMSREL "I conos
tee studied the longrange needs of the congregation o - 1995 marked the 25th anniversary of Pastor

and made its recommendations to the Church Coun- _ 4 OOAEEAOOAT D énotheddaiise farGdiel 1

cil. The highest priorities were (1) to address the bration. Change was just around the corner, how-

space needs of the congregation, especially the educa- o er | early 1997 Pastor Marschhausen announced

tional needs and the desire to serve the neighborhood 4 - he had received a call to become pastor of Trinity

and community; (2) the replacement of the aging | ,iheran Church, New Haven, Connecticut, and that
electronic organ in the church; and (3) updating of he was accepting the call

the parsonage building. | EOAOD AT 1 601 OAOGET I “ E

Between 1990 and 1995 the windows of th_e fice, and with Pastor Kathleen Reed, assistant to
parsonage were all reglazed anq some storm win- Bishop Isaksen, St. Mark accepted the appointment of
dows were replaced; the upstairs bathroom Was  pastor john Stadtlander as Vacancy Pastor during the
renoyated; a new fu_rnace was installed; and new call process. A Pastoral Call Committee was ap-
flooring was installed in ma”Y areas. pointed consisting of Dave Taylor (Chair), Helga

The Church Council recommended to the pijckau, Judy Durham, Lee Hilliard, Charles Sansing,
Congregation in 1991 that St. Mark build a new edu- Ron Strine and Ellen Zerillo.

cational wing to address the first priority identified On Sunday. October 19. 1997 the conareda-
by the LongRange Planning Committee. After a suc- Y, ' ' greg
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tion voted to extend a call to Pastor Rebecca J. Bour- placed upon our budget and the tenuous financial

ret who was serving as interim pastor for Concordia
Lutheran Church in Manchester, Connecticut. Pastor
Bourret started as the pastor of St. Mark on December
1, 1997, and was installed February 8, 1998.

In September 1994, Eugenia Hamisevich an-
nounced her resignation as organist and choir direc-
tor of St. Mark.
pwYPT 8 P11 A
ganist and choir director until June 1995, when
$1T1TTA 38 -O0OODPEU
Music .

In 1997 Bill Galiette was hired as Church Sex-
ton, and subsequently moved into the church parson-
age with his family when it became vacant following
0AOO0I O - AOAOEEAOC 60
Ministry of the Church

In 1991 a Missions Committee was added and
quickly got to work. During 1992 the congregation
became a mission partner with Bethphage Lutheran
Mission of Connecticut. On behalf of the New England
Synod, Bethphage runs a number of group homes in
Connecticut for the developmentally disabled. St.

2AUAOOI

She had served since November
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In 1996 the Council developed a new vision
OOAOAI AT O0g O)T OAI AOGEI 1T OEED
the Word that gathers and nourishes us, we receive
the truth that brings meaning and fulfillment to all

AOPAAOO T £ 1 60 1 EOAOGSBOG
The Church Council appointed a committee of
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Ginny Mclntosh to develop a Church Survey to solicit
x AO EE OA Adeag @nd zaheerns fom ghe congregdtigh.OlOA e 1 £

sults of the survey centered on more leadership,
youth programs, mission outreach, personal spiritual
life, and improved Council communications.

St. Mark went online in 1996 with the e-mail
%@A?%OO i £ OOEAOAGLEI ACET ABA

n May 1996 it was confirmed that the mis-
sion resources entrusted to the New England Synod
were badly mismanaged, resulting in a financial loss
in excess of $740,000. The Church Council voted in
July 1995 to suspend benevolence payments to the
Synod and to hold such funds in escrow until such
time as an independent audit was conducted and cor-
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in Portland, CT, as its special mission project.

In the autumn of 1992, with the help of Dis-
trict Representative Del Springer, Aid Association for
Lutherans established a fraternal branch of St. Mark
together with Faith Lutheran Church, East Hartford.
J. William Raggie was the first branch president.

In 1994 a Sunday morning 8:15 a.m. service
was added to the weekly worship schedule. Two
years later, the supplemental hymnaWith One Voice
was introduced, and a Junior Choir was started by
Donna Murphy, Minister of Music.

In 1996 the Church Council spent consider-
able time on how to improve its greater community
outreach. It was decided to conduct an Easter Egg
Hunt at the church the day before Easter. Plans were

also made to revive a Vacation Bible School. St. Mark the Wamester family.

I YU eangerping wheller tg exeaNASiE orgam Mo A A U
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Pancake Supper. Name tags for members were intro-
duced to help members and visitors alike to identify
people.

gregation included the following statistics:
Membership on 12/31/96 429
Average Weekly Attendance 135
Avg. Weekly Sunday School Attendance 38
The exterior and interior of the church were
painted in the fall of 1998 at a cost of under $12,000.
The fiscal year 1998 ended with a $3,764 surplus.
In 1999 the mortgage was refinanced chang-
ing the rate from a variable 7.625% to a fixed 6.75%
thereby reducing the monthly payments by $140.

A Pipe Organ for St. Mark

'T 1T OCAT AT i1 EOOAAR AEAE
Jacobs, was formed in 1998. The church had been
blessed with a donation of an Austin pipe organ from
Professional opinions were

or in the future. A number of other organs became
available, including the instrument at Christ Lutheran
Church in Hartford, which disbanded in 1999, and all

At the June 1999 New England Synod Assem- Were investigated to determine the best fit.
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with the Episcopal Church. The proposal was to come o )
before the ELCA Churclwide Assembly in August. _ The Austin pipe organ was determined to not
be quite the right size for our sanctuary, and in 2002
it was sold. The following year, the cOnge ,
Meeting New Challenges gregation agreed to purchase and refur =4
A quote from Council President Fritz Kuen- AEOE A 7EAESO 1| OQ/ - A P
Ul A0 ET EEO pwwe 00AOEAAHLIEE0000200&N10fy&Ns 6 BdstHank - | AE Z
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Council continues to struggle with the many demands

revoiced, and installed the instrument, after Ronald



Kraatz and the Property committee readied the sanc-
tuary, creating space for the pipes and blowers.

Organ fundraising was led by Bill Wamester,
and the completed project was celebrated with the
organ dedication on November 21, 2004.

Worship and Outreach

YT ¢gnnm T Ax
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communicants no longer needed to wait to be invited
to the table by an usher.

The church constitution was modified in
2002, granting the right to vote to all confirmed mem-
bers, not only to those 18 years of age; reducing the
number of congregational meetings from four to two
a year, held in January and April; and renaming the
Evangelism Committee the Outreach Committee. One
new method of outreach for potential members was
the creation of the St. Mark website
www.stmarkglastonbury.org. This debuted in 2003
after months of work by Jonathan Chiu and Jakkacobs.
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bulletin, intended to make it easier for visitors to fol-
low the worship service.

St. Mark joined MACC (Manchester Area Con-
ference of Churches) in March 2004, and Eleanor
Tunney was appointed the first St. Mark representa-
tive to the organization.

In 2005 St. Mark again hosted the World Day
of Prayer for the churches in the Glastonbury area,
continuing a tradition of Ecumenism.

A full set of newEvangelical Lutheran Wor-
shiphymnals was ordered in 2009, thanks to the gen-
erosity of congregation members.

A committee was formed in September 2009
o1l b1 AT AOAT 00 OIi
versary. A commemorative Christmas ornament was
designed and sold to raise funds. The ornament fea-
OOOAA OEA AEOOAES8O Al OAO
glass ball, and sold for $10. The Committee planning
the event included Dave Obedzinski, Audrey Raabe

A

ela Koshmerl, and Deborah Gresens. A celebratory
brunch at the Hilton Garden Inn followed a special
church service in May 2010. Plans also included a
musicale celebration.

Staffing Changes

The year 2000 brought much change. After
Donna Murphy resigned as Director of Music, Linda
Conway joined us in that role.

That same year, Pastor Bourret accepted a
call to become a staff member of the New England

Synod of the ELCA and resigned as pastor of St. Mark.

On May 20, 2001, the congregation extended

a call to Rev. Joseph B. Ekeberg, who was pastor of

Peace Lutheran Church in Tolland. The formal Ser-
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vice of Installation was held September 30, 2001.

Mary Ann Purtill, Office Manger, who had re-
placed Judy Fuller, left in December 2005. Linda
Rousseau served in that role in 2006 and early 2007.
$00ET ¢ ,ET AAGO OAT OOAh OEA
ries of murals that are displayed under the cross in
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In 2007 Pastor Ekeberg requested and re-
ceived approval for a sabbatical leave for a period of
three months over the summer. He completed an
historical/church study on the ministry of his great-
grandfather Gustaf Albert (G.A.) Brandelle, who was
the pastor of several churches for over 30 years and
was at one time President of the Augustana Lutheran
Synod. The history was published in the November
2009 edition of The Augustana Heritageewsletter.

New Lending Library
During 2008/09 our church had been work-
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Churches to learn more about charitable giving, how
to educate our members about this subject and how
planned gifts like bequests in wills, annuities or trusts
can give us all an opportunity to make an extraordi-
nary gift that will strengthen our congregations
and further our missions. This two-year chari- L
table giving education program had beel
funded in part with a generous grant fromii'es
Thrivent Financial. One of the projects thi
three churches agreed upon was to establish
lending library at each church. A bookcase has been
bi AAAA ET AAAE AEOOAE

chures and other information on a number of topics.

pcu

The idea of increasing Youth Ministry had
begn
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and St. Paul in Wethersfield talked to Gary Anderson

Rose Marie Strine, Ron Strine, Linda Obedzinski, Pam- about a shared ministry among the three churches.

The Council unanimously endorsed the ministry for a
two-year period. The new Youth Minister was in-
stalled at St. Mark on October 20, 2002. The increase
in staffing expense led the annual budget to exceed
$200,000 in 2003.

Gary continued as youth director for several
years, successfully growing the program and increas-
ing youth participation in church activities. He re-
signed in 2006 and was replaced by Rev. Douglas
Ryniewicz, then returned in 2007 to mid2009.

Facility Upgrades

O4EA #AiI PAECT @EI O /60
introduced in 2001. This was designed to raise funds
and resources over a period of six years that would
be needed to improve and add to the church facility
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http://www.stmarkglastonbury.org

and programs as well as an endowment fund for fu-
ture needs.

The new sign identifying St. Mark and front-
ing on Griswold Street was installed in 2002. Several
years later, after the installation of the new pipe or-
gan, the carpeting throughout the sanctuary was re-
placed.

In 2007 work began to renovate the church
basement to remedy significant water damage, at an
estimated cost of $21,500. And in 2008, the exterior
of the building was repainted, at a cost of $20,000.
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making our facility and our practices more environ-
mentally friendly. One major change was distributing
the monthly newsletter, The Messengeglectronically
rather than via postal mail, in order to reduce operat-
ing costs.

Renewing our Fellowship with St. James

It's always nice to return a favor-- even if it
takes a while. For a time duringthe early years of St.
Mark, before we had our own church building, wor-
ship services were held at St. James Churcim 2007-
08, the members of St. James held worship services at
St. Mark while their sanctuary was undergoing a ma-
jor renovation. It was a pleasure to have the two con-
gregations deepen their historic bond.

Much has changed, and much has remained
the same: The Lutheran Church of St. Mark is still a
part of the body of Christ in Glastonbury, Connecticut.

St. Mark has many traditions and practices,
some of long duration, some of recent vintage. They
add richness and variety to the tapestry of congrega-
tional life here: Poinsettias and three trees in the
sanctuary at Christmas, lilies at Easter, special ser-
vices on Christmas Eve and during Holy Week, Fel-
lowship Hour, Altar Guild, Sunday School Christmas
Pageant, and receptions after church for each confir-
mation class...

May God bless and prosper the Lutheran
Church of St. Mark as its members continue to weave
the tapestry of a congregational life of worship and
service.
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As part of the 125th Anniversary Celebration,
the Luther Window, above, has been moved from its
location in the Narthex of the old church to the Nar-
thex of the present sanctuary, and placed in a protec-
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